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sssumption that the United States are to be con- | 

«dered the insurers and the guarantor of all claims, || 

of whatever nature, which any individual citizen | 
may have against a foreign nation. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

Wasnincton, February 17, 1855. {| 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Considering that || 
this is the exercise on the part of the President of 
a high constitutional prerogative which was never 
designed to be used, except upon extraordinary | 
occasions, considering the number of persons in- || 
terested in the bill now brought again before us, || 
and the consideration it has heretofore received || 
from the country and its representatives in the two 
Houses of Congress, | do not think that we ought || 
to proceed to consider this veto until the message || 
has been printed. Ithink that the spirit of the 
Constitution is, that in such a case as this we 
ought to have a larger latitude of judgment than 
we can have from merely hearing the message 
read. As little impressed as I am with the reason- || 
ing of the veto, I think it yet due to the President | 
that we should have an opportunity of deliberately 
studying that document. I do not desire it for | 
myself; but I think it is due to the occasion, that | 
we should have that opportunity. lama friend | 
of the Administration, but I am still more a friend | 
of the veto power; and I therefore wish the | 
House to have an opportunity to consider whether 
this has been an occasion where it has been prop- 
erly invoked. I hope it may be the pleasure of 
the House to = one the consideration of this || 
message until abncodny next. I said at first | 
Tuesday. | 
Many Mempers. Say Wednesday. 
Mr. BAYLY. I shali not be well by Monday, |, 
and I want to say something upon this subject. I || 
move that the further consideration of the message || 
be postponed until Wednesday next. | 
Mr. PRESTON. I would ask the gentleman || 
from Virginia to make a motion to have the mes- 
sage printed in the meantime. 
Mr. BAYLY. I meant to follow up my mo- || 
tion with that motion. If the message shall be || 
postponed, I will ask to have it printed. My | 
friend from South Carolina (Mr. Orr] suggests | 
that | should name half past twelve on Wednes- 


day. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Oh,say Thursday. 

Mr. BAYLY. [should prefer Thursday my- 
self, but I cannot please everybody. 

The SPEAKER. If the consideration of the || 
message is postponed until Wednesday next, it 
will come up as the first business in order on that | 


day. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I regret very | 
much that there is so short a time remaining of | 
this session, as must necessarily preclude any 
lengthened or elaborate discussion of the paper | 
which has just been read. I, sir, should be as | 
much gratified as any gentleman here, if every | 
member in this House who desires it, could have | 
full and ample time to express his views upon the | 
principles of the bill, and of the duty of the Presi- | 
dent to return it with his objections. But, sir, | 
we have the entire business almost of this session 
upon our hands, undisposed of. We have but | 
twelve legislative days remaining; and convinced | 
as I am that there is nottime to give it that discus- 
sion and consideration which gentlemen would be | 
glad to give it—— | 

Mr. BAYLY. I would say to my friend my | 
Tennessee that it is not my purpose to ask the 
House to spend more than one day upon this | 
message, and considering the magnitude of the | 
question involved, I do not think that it is asking 
too much of the House to give it one day. 

Mr. HUNT. Certainly not. 

Mr. BAYLY. As it came from the committee | 
of which I have the honor to be the chairman, and | 
as I have asked no favor of the House at this ses- | 
sion, I do think that we might be permitted to | 
have one day, and I assure my friend from Ten- 
nessee that I will not ask more than one day. _ 

Allow me to state to my friend, further, what is | 
my object in namingaday. We did not know | 





| ginia an opportunity to say all he can say in favor | 


| consideration only one day, as the gentleman 


| can be heard upon it. 


| onded. 







when this message was to come in, although we | 
have been anticipating it. The object I have in 
naming a day is that the Representatives of the 


|| American people may know when the question is 
|| coming up here, and the day when the bill is to be 
|| reconsidered, so that we may havea full, fair, and 


impartial vote upon it. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman | 
from Tennessee will give the gentleman from Vir- | 


of the measure. 
Mr. SEWARD. There is not time. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I think we shall beable 


|, to satisfy him that the President’s veto is right, | 


and ought to be sustained. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the House | 
should determine to postpone the consideration of 
the message, and we should appropriate to its | 


| 


from Virginia suggests, but very few of the two | 
hundred and thirty-four members of this House | 
And, sir, with a sense of 
the pressing nature of the public business, and the 
importance of having it, if possible, disposed of, | 
and finding that there are a number of gentlemen 


| in the House who are disposed to vote on it to-day, | 
_L hope the majority will determine whether they | 


will do so or not; and for the purpose of testing | 
that point, whether or not the majority are now | 


| prepared to voteupon it, lask the previous question. 


Mr. HUNT. I hope the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jones] will not insist on his demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. JONES. If the majority be against it, the 
call for the previous question can be voted down. | 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman from Tennessee |, 
has said what he wanted to say. If thereis tobe | 


|| agag law established —— 


{Cries of ** Order!’’ ‘* Order!” and ‘* Ques- | 


|| tion !”? 


The SPEAKER. The question is on second- | 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

‘Mr. FLORENCE. On that 1 demand tellers. 

Mr. ORR. | desire to ask what the previous 
question will operateon. Willitbe on the motion | 
to postpone? 


The SPEAKER. Ifthe previous question be 


| seconded the motion to peeves will be cut off, 
| and the House will be 
| reconsideration of the bill. 


rought to vote upon the | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ruppxe and | 


| Grey were appointed. 


Mr. SEWARD. 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 62, noes 90. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the | 
demand for the previous question was not sec- 


1 move that the House do | 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. , 
Barty,] to postpone the consideration of this | 
matter till Wednesday next, and to have the veto | 
message printed. 

Mr. PRESTON. On that motion I call for the | 
previous question. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. (To Mr. Sewarv.) The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Preston} was | 
recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. PRESTON. I believe the question before 
the House is on the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia to postpone till Wednesday ? 

he SPEAKER. That isthe question. _ 
Mr. PRESTON. Then, I call for the previous | 


question. | 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I suggest to the gentle- 
man from Virginia to defer the considerauon of 
this matter till next Saturday. 

Loud cries of ‘‘ No!” ** No!’’} ; 

r. WALBRIDGE. I suggest that the motion 
be to postpone the consideration of this matter tll 
Thursday, at the same hour as that named by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Baycy.] ; 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has not named ap hour. 


} 





Mr. WALBRIDGE. Well, say half past twelve 
o’clock. The reason of the change which I pro- 
pose is this 

Mr. PRESTON, (interrupting.) I believe, Mr. 
Speaker, that [ have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was under the 





| impression that the gentleman from Kentucky had 


relinquished the floor. 
about that? 

Mr. PRESTON. I desired that the House 
should come to a vote on the proposition of the 
gentleman from Virginia. I wil, however, relin- 
quish the floor. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. My reason in proposing 
the change of time from Wednesday to Thursday 
is this: I understand that it is probable we may 
get through the civil and diplomatic bill on Wed- 
nesday evening. In that event, it would be de- 
sirable to have the consideration of this matter 
postponed till Thursday athalf pasttwelveo’clock. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
from York [Mr. Watsnince] will yield me the 
floor a moment, would suggest, to accommodate 
the House—if it meet the views of the gentleman 
from Virginia—that this matter be made the special 
order of the day for Saturday next, and that the 
House meet at ten o’clock on that day. 

Loud cries of ‘Oh, no ; say Wednesday!’’ 
Mr. SEWARD. The floor hasbeen transferre 
from the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Pres- 
TON] to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Wacsripce,} and then to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Jones.] Now, I should lixe to 
know why those gentlemen should have the right 

to the floor, and ] should be refused it? 

Cries of ** Order'” ‘* Question!’’} 

he SPEAKER. The Chair requests leave 
to explain to the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Sewanp.] While the vote was being taken by 
tellers, the gentleman from Georgia rose in his 
place and moved that the House adjourn. The 


Is the Chair mistaken 


| Chair, however, did not recognize the gentleman, 


and could not at that time, for such purpose. The 
gentleman from Kentucky afterwards regularly 
obtained the floor, having been recognized by the 
Chair. Having finished what he had to say, the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Waxeaiwce]) 
was as regularly assigned the floor by the Speaker. 
The gentleman from New York has given way to 
one or two gentlemen, to make explanations. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 1 now move that the 
consideration of this message be deferred until 
next Thursday, at half past twelve o’clock, and [ 
will give way for no one. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House ad- 
ourn. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 

| from New York would be the first in order, which 


|| is to postpone until Thursday next, that being the 


| longest time fixed upon by any of the proposi- 
tions, 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to adjourn, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 1 withdraw the prop- 
osition for Thursday next, and suggest that the 
consideration of the message be deferred until 
W ednesday next, at half past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. LETCHER. I propose that we defer the 
matter till next Wednesday evening at half past 
seven o’clock; and the object I have in making that 
motion is to afford us opportunity for discussion. 
If we agree upon that time for discussion, it will 
not interfere with the business of the House under 
the resolution adopted the other day, by which an 
arrangement was made that discussions of this 
kind or any other kind which did not relate to the 
business immediately before the House, should 
, be made in evening session. I move, therefore, 

that the consideration of this subject be made the 
special order for Wednesday evening next at half 
ast seven o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia{Mr. Bayiy| moves to postpone the consid- 
| eration of this subject until Wednesday next at 
half past twelve o'clock. The gentleman from 

New York (Mr. Watsrwee] moves to make the 
| time Thursday next, at half past twelve o’clock, 
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_ THE 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I withdraw my motion 
nt the suggestion of the chairman of the Commit- 


tee on Foreign Affairs, and | move that the time | " 
be fixed at Wednesday next at half past twelve | Ohio (Mr. Camppe.t] moves to amend the amend- | 
gentleman | ment, which amendment is in the third and last | 


o'clock, as originally proposed by the 
from Virginia. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
tion of this subject be deferred till Wednesday 


evening next at half past seven o’clock, and be | 
made the special order from night to night until || the consideration until the 3d of March, at twelve | 


the subject is disposed of. eel 
Mr. PECKHAM. Is that motion in order? 


ge 








by inserting Saturday next, and which amend- 
|| ment has not been withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER. And the gentleman from 


degree, and no other amendment can be intro- 


I move that the considera- || duced until that is disposed of. _ 
Mr. HENN. I risetoa question of order. The || 


motion of the gentleman from Ohio is to postpone 


o’clock. That amendment proposes to make the 


veto message a special order; and { submit thatit || 


Can we defer the consideration of this subject to | is not in order. 


Wednesday evening without unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion is not in order, 
in the opinion of the Chair. 

A. question of order being raised upon the Chair, 
the Chair asks the attention of gentlemen to his 
decision, which is, thatit is not in order to fix the 
hour at all, There is but a single proposition 


ending, which is to postpone this subject until | 
W clndotay next. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the motion by making the time Saturday next. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Is it in order to move an 
amendment to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 move to postpone the 
further consideration of the message indefinitely. 


motion of the gentleman is not in order. A mo- 
tion to postpone to a day certain, if the Chair 
recollects rightly, must be first put. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
the first Monday of December next. 

The SPEAKER. 

ond the present session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not a motion 
to postpone to a day certain take precedence of 
any other motion? 

The SPEAKER. It does take 
any other motion, as the Chair is iicinal. 


The 


I move to amend | 


I move to postpone it to | 


| TheSPEAKER. The Chair holds that it is 
| not in order to fix an hour. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. In accordance with the 


|, decision of the Chair, | modify my amendment by 
| leaving out the hour. I move to postpone the 
| consideration until the 3d of March next. 

I shall state, in a very few minutes, my reasons. 
|| There is a vast amount of unfinished business, of 
|| very great inyportance to the country, now pend- 
ing before this body, and we have but two weeks 


| volved in the measures before us. We have legis- 


majority, and it must be evident to every gentle- 


| stituuion. Why, therefore, shall we consume any 
| portion of the precious time of the House in the 
| consideration of the flimsy reasons of the veto, 


Sir, I 


| the Journals of this body, where, under the Con- 
| stitution, the President hasa right to place it; but 
| I shall never vote the one hundredth part of a red 
|| cent out ofthe Treasury of the people to give fur- 


recedence of || ther circulation to the dangerous doctrines upon | 


i} 


| which this act of the Executive is founded, than 





gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] moves to | the plain letter of the Constitution guaranties. 


amend the motion to postpone the consideration 


of this subject till Wednesday next, at half past || an Executive in thus striking down the will of the || 


twelve o’clock, by substituting Saturday. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. 


the House. 


| Sir, I can appreciate the reasons which actuate 


| people, as expressed in this body, when founded 


I desire to make a mo- || upon a constitutional point, but, sir, [ have no 
tion with regard to the several propositions before || 
I believe the Chair has recognized |, of order. 





Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) I rise to a question 
I make a pvint of order upon the gen- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| suggestion of the gentleman from lowa and the | 


to discharge the duues we owe to the interests in- || 
| lated upon this measure, and passed it by a large | 


| man here, that it cannot be carried into a law by | 


|@ two-third vote, under the provisions of the Con- | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 


| which has been presented to us this morning, | 
when we know that no practical benefitcan result | 
| from the further discussion of the bill? 


That is indefinite, going be- || want that message to go to the country through | 


the propositions as separate and distinct mo- || tleman from Ohio for the purpose, Mr. Speaker, 


tions. || of saying, if we are to go into the debate of this 
The SPEAKER. In the character of amend- || message to-day then this proposition for a post- 


ments, but we cannot go beyond the third degree. || ponement had better be voted down. 


We have all the amendments now before the i of order is, that the proposition to postpone is not 


House which can come in. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I was about to make a 
motion to strike out all the propositions. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Is my motion out of order? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man was ruled out of order until the motion to 
postpone to a day certain is disposed of. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to postpone the 


| 
| 


| debatable, and if it is, the debate must be confined 


1 to the particular subject-matter, er why the 


consideration of it should be postponed. 


1 The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the prac- | 


tice, under the rules, uniformly has been, when 
some of my predecessors have decided that the 
motion is not debatable at all—that it must be 


consideration of the message until the 4th of || limited to the question of time to which the consid- 
March, which is a day certain, and it is the longest || eration shall be postponed. 


time of any proposition now before the House. | 
submit, if the motion I now make does not take 
precedence of any other motion? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, as my pur- 
pose is to get clear of the message altogether, I 
| think I have the legitimate right to discuss its 


Mr. KEITT. The 4th of March comes on || merits; but I propose only to touch very cursorily 


Sunday. 


| the great principle which underlies this extraor- 


The SPEAKER. There is already an amend- || dinary act of Executive usurpation. 


ment pending to the proposition to make this sub- |, 


ject the special order for Wednesday next, by in- 
serting, in lieu of Wednesday, Saturday next. 
Mr. PRESTON. I rise to a point of order. 
The proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, as I 
understand it, is to postpone toa day beyond the 


session. | House, no disposition to avoid this discussion, 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Oh, no. ' but rather a disposition to allow it to go on at the 
Mr. PRESTON. [ understood the gentleman || = time. 
to move to postpone the consideration of the mes- he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- | 
sage indefinitely. | tleman from Ohio is in order when confining his 
Mr. CAMPBELL. No, sir; I moved to post- | remarks to the question as to what time the con- 
pone to the 4th of March. sideration of the message shall be postponed. 
Mr. PRESTON. But the4th of March comes || Mr. CAMPBELL. My proposition amounts, | 
on Sunday. I withdraw my question of order. practically, to its indefinite postponement. | was | 
Mr. CAMPBELL. We have but two weeks || about to remark that I have, and I hope! shall | 
remaining of the session, and—— ever have, a high degree of respect for the station | 
Mr. HAVEN. I rise to aquestion of order. || which the President fills, but, sir,I have no respect 
I think the Chair is mistaken in stating the prop- || whatever for the principle avowed and practically || 
osition before the House. The gentleman from || carried out in this message, which claims for the || 
Virginia moved to postpone the further consider- || Chief Executive of this nation, independent of 
ation until Wednesday next, and the gentleman || constitutional considerations, the right to set at 
from Tennessee (Mr. Seah} proposed to amend | defiance the will of the people, as expreased through 


| 


Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a question of order. 

| It is, whether this is not a question touching the 
priority of business, which question is not debata- 

| ble under the rules of thia House. 

| I wish to say thatlam a friend of the principles 

| of the veto, and there is, upon this side of the 





My question | 


debate has been allowed at all—and, I believe, | 


} pose. 


February 17, 
{ ei es 
|| their Representatives in Congress. Sir, the claim 
| is anti-American—anti-Republican. 1 denounce 
|| it as despotic! 
Mr. ORR. I call the gentleman to order. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair feels itself called 








| the rule. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I will confine my 


remarks to a more limited range. 


tendencies of Executive vetoes based exclusively 
upon a question of policy. 1 will simply say, in 
addition to the reasons I have already given, and 
the force of which every member of this House 
must observe at once, that we cannot carry the 
| bill into a law by a two-third vote, and that we 

cannot have time, without sacrificing other inter. 
| ests, to give a lengthy discussion to the great 

principle involvec in this message, for the first time 


_in the history of the country—to wit, the rightof 


| the Executive, without constitutional objections, to 
overwhelm the popular will expressed through 
their Representatives. The exercise of such a 
power asserts a high and direct legislative func- 
| tion in the President, which the framers of the 
| Constitution never intended to confer. 
| Hence | am in favor of such a postponement as 
| will carry the discussion into the next Congress, 
'| or this document, most extraordinary and des- 
|| potic, to the tomb of the Capulets! 
Mr. KEITT. Can you carry it there? 
Mr.CAMPBELL. Wecan carry it to the 3d 
| of March, and I do not think much will be done 
with it after that time. 
|| Independent, Mr. Speaker, of the reasons im- 
|, mediately and directly connected with the prin- 
| ciples avowed by the document, there are other 
interests which demand attention. 1 do not know 
| whether it is very important that we should sit 
_ here and legislate at all, as the immediate Repre- 
sentatives of the people, if we have no more 
| dignified duties to perform than to foliow where 
the Executive whistle calls, or dance, like puppets, 
to the music of presidential organ-grinders ! 
| Mr.ORR. I call the gentleman to order. I 
understood the Chair to decide that debate upon 
the motion must be confined to the question of 
time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is compelled to 
|| call the gentleman to order, as going beyond the 
limit of debate, under the rules. 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL. I submit to the construc- 





|| tion of the rules given by the Chair, and shall 
await, patiently, a ‘‘good ime coming,’’ when 
|| we may administer to the principles of the docu- 
_ ment just read that rebuke which the usurpation 
| deserves from an American Congress. 

Mr. KEITT. I rise to make an inquiry of the 
‘| Chair, and it is, whether or not, if the motion 
| submitted by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
| Bayty] prevails, the discussion will be limited to 
‘| a single day? It seems to me the question of 
| time is an important one, and I think there should 
|| be no objection to the preposition, if it will confine 
the debate to a single day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
veto message of the President is the thing in order 
until disposed of by the order of the House. 

‘|| Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 ask the House to 
| allow me to say to my friend from South Carolina, 
| that as far as I can have any control over the mat- 
ter, I shall ask to have it disposed of in one day; 
but the question will be in the power of the House 
to decide. For one, I shall favor consuming only 
one day with the matter. 

| Mr. KEITT. The explanation of the gentle- 
‘| man from Virginia satisfies me, and I shall vote 
| for his motion. 
Mr. BAYLY. 





I have said what was my pur- 
The Speaker of the House, however, 
decided, most unquestionably correctly, that this 
| bill is the regular business in order until disposed 
of. It will not, therefore, be in my power to close 
the debate upon it uritil the House see fit to come 
_toa vote. My purpose, however, I repeat, is to 
ask the House to dispose of the matter in one day. 

Mr. KE(TT. My second question is this—— 

Mr. JONES. If the gentleman, before he pro- 
ceeds further, will permit me, I will suggest 
another proposition which may possibly meet the 
views of the House: I would suggest that this 





is not in order to debate the merits of this veto | 


| 
| upon to remind the gentleman from Ohio that it 
message, and the Chair is called upon to enforce _ 


1 do not wish — 
to impose a lengthy speech upon the House, al- 
| though I should be glad to show the dangerous _ 
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day next, and that no motion shall be in order 
yntil it is disposed of. 


(Cries of ** No!” ** No!”? «* That will not do!’’] || 


Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi. Will the gen- | 


eman from South Carolina allow me to ask a || 


question ¢ 

Mr. KEITT. I will. 

Mr. HARRIS. I want to test the sincerity of 
the House in reference to this matter of evening 
sessions. I want to know whether we are to 
have evening sessions for the purpose of letting 


off gas 

The SPEAKER, That is not the question 
before the Elouse. 

Mr. HARRIS. Well, sir, I will come to the 
guestion before the House 

Mr. KEITT. I cannot yield the floor longer. 
J am satisfied with the explanation which has 
been given by my friend from Virginia, and will 
cheerfully vote for his proposition. 1 will not 
vote for that of the gentieman from Ohio, [Mr. 
CaMPBELL,]} because, if the time of the House is 
so precious that we cannot afford to spare one day 
next week, we certainly cannot afford to spare the 
3d of March, when the time of the House will be | 
much more precious. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. There is not much danger | 
of any time being lost if we postpone the matter | 
until the 3d of March. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It seems to me that the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Tennes- | 
see is the proper one. 








The claims provided for || 


by this bill have been discussed for the last fifty || 


years. They have been voted upon repeatedly in 
this House and in the Senate. 
port has been made upon them to both Houses of 
Congress. The ablest statesmen of the country | 
have investigated and elucidated all the facts con- 
nected with this bill. It passed this House, the 
present session, after an elaborateand able discus- | 
sion. The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,} 


Report after re- || 


to whom I always listen with pleasure and profit, if || 
lam not very much mistaken, made two speeches | 


upon it. 
discussits provisions. The history oftheseclaims 
is well known to the House, and no new light can 
be shed upon it by further discussion. 
to the House, therefore, if, at this late period of 

the session, when there is so much business press- | 
ing upon us, we should not proceed to vote on the | 


He has, then, had a fair opportunity to | 


proposition be made the special order for Thurs- | Mr. HUNT. I hope the gentleman will allow || Mr. BARKSDALE. 


| shall then proceed—to do what? 
| reasons which he has advanced. 
| & proper consideration in any constitutional sense, 








me to say a word. 

Mr. PHILLIPS also rose. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. | yield first to my friend 
from Alabama. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi is, that we should proceed 
at once to take a vote upon the bill which has been 
vetoed by the President. Now, I would ask my 


| friend from Mississippi if we are fulfilling our con- 


stituuonal obligations, if we are paying proper 
respect to the President of the United States if we 
accede to his proposition ? 

Why, sir, what is it that the Constitution has 
provided? 
passed by the two Houses it shall be presented to 


| the President; if the President approve it, he shall 


sign it; if he disapprove it, he shall send it back to 
the Elouse in which it originated, and that House 
To consider the 
Now, sir, is it 


that, when a message, covering some sixty or 
seventy pages of manuscript, has just been read 
by the clerk, we should be called upon at once to 
proceed to avote? Sir, no gentieman can say that 


|| he has giventhat consideration, not to the bill, not 


to the discussions which have taken place, but to 
the President’s reasons. That is what we are to 
consider. 

Gentlemen say that we have heard debates upon 
this bill. True, but that is notthe question. The 
question presented is on the reasons given by the 
President for his veto. It seems to me, sir, in 
conclusion, as | said in the beginning, that if we 
proceed at once to a vote upon the bill, the Presi- 


|, dent’s reasons having been only just read at the 


clerk’s desk, and being in their character very 


|| lengthy and very voluminous, we shall be neither 


fulfilling our duty in considering them in a con- 
stitutional sense, nor shall we be paying proper 
respect to the Executive who has furnished us 
with those reasons. 

Mr. BARKSDALE resumed the floor. 

Mr. HUNT. lLask the gentleman from Mis- 


| sissippi to yield to me for a moment or two. 


I submit || 


bill to-day, and consume no more time with it. | 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, my | 
friend from Mississippi certainly misunderstood | 
entirely my purpose. 


that | was probably not heard by him. I stated 


that my motive in fixing a day certain for con- || 
sidering this bill, was not for the purpose of ex- | 


tended debate, but that the Representatives of the | 


My voice is so far gone || 


American people ought to know when the vote || 


was to be taken. 
Mr. BARKSDALE resumed—— 
Mr. HAMILTON. 
Mississippi to allow me to say a word. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. 


modate my friend from Maryland, but | must de- || 
I would suggest to the || 


cline to yield the floor. 


I ask the gentleman from || for 
| citizens on the frontier. 


Mr. BARKSDALE, 


I will do so. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a ques- | 


tion of order. 

Mr. HUNT. The honorable member has 
alluded to certain great interests of the country. 
Those interests, sir, will be protected. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Maine insist on his question of order? 

Mr. HUNT. Allow me one word, if you please. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I will waive the question 
of order for the present. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I have yielded the floor 
temporarily to the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. HUNT, (resuming.) The great interests 


of the country to which the gentleman from Mis- | 


| sissippi has alluded, will doubtless be provided 


I would like to accom- || 


gentleman from Virginia, that the House is much || 


fuller now than it usually is. 
have as large a vote to-day as at any future period 
of the session. There is no necessity for post- 
poning a vote on the bill. Notwithstanding the 
efforts of the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs (Mr. Favixner] to induce the House 
to do so, the bill to increase the Army has not been 
acted upon. Our whole western frontier is de- 
fenseless, and exposed to the depredations of the 
Indians. Congress has been called upon by the 
President to increase the Army, and give the Gov- 
ernment the means to protect our citizens, but his 
earnest recommendations have not been heeded. 
The bill reported by the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, to construct additional sloops 
of war, so necessary for the protection of our com- 
merce, has not been disposed of. The civil and 
diplematic appropriation bill has not been touched 
even. Very nearly the whole time of the present 


session of Congress has been engrossed with bills || e Ur 
of a private nature and bills of this character, and || constitutional 
lected—I liked to || Executive of the country be permitted to control 
| and set aside that power, and to substitute his will 


the public business has been neg 
have said, shamefully neglected—to legislate upon 
bills to plunder the Treasury. I am, then, in 
favor of taking the votenow. Weare as well pre- 
pared to do so as we will be at any future period. 





I believe we can || 


for. Weill not disperse without protecting our 
ests of the people to which the gentleman has 
referred, will also be taken care of. But, sir, 
shall we not take care of that high interest intrusted 
to us by the people of this country, our constitu- 
tional right to legislate freely and independently 


is the great question involved in the consideration 
of the President’s message, which has just been 
read. Are we to be the slaves of Executive 
power? Is the legislative will of this country to 
be trampled under foot? Are we to cease to bea 
free people, and to speak authoritatively and effect- 
ually through the two Houses of Congress? 
These, sir, are the questions which I shall be pre- 
pared to argue at the proper time, and which my 
noble friend from Ohio [Mr. Campsext]} was not 
allowed to discuss before you. It is not a mere 
question as to the opinion of the Executive upon 
the facts reported in his message, which facts have 
been heretofore examined and discussed; but the 





true question—the constitutional question—the 
| great question of liberty, is this: Shall we, the 
| people of the United States, through the Congress 
of the United States, be allowed to exercise our 
wer of legislation, or shall the 


| 


for that of the National Legislature? 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
| all sides have now said enough. 


I’believe that 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


803 


— _ 





I do not yield to the gen- 
tleman from Maine. 
Mr. WASHBURN. I rise to renew my point 
of order, and I will state it. I believe that the 


|| question immediately before the House is upon the 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CAMPBELL] to postpone the consideration of this 
message until the 31 of March. It ir an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Watparipee,] and [ submit that 


| the remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi are 


It is, sir, that when a bill has been || 


not pertinent to that question, and are not in 
order. I trust that we shall come to a vote at 
once. 


e 
Mr. BARKSDALE. Iam just about as much 


| in order as the gentleman from Maine generally 


All the other great inter- | 


as the representatives of a free people? That, sir, | 


} 
| 
} 
' 
} 
| 
| 


| 


is. Lam confining myself strictly to the subject 
under consideration. 

Mr. STRAUB. 
order? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order if the 
gentleman could obtain the floor to make it; but 
he cannot do so, as the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi is upon the floor. TheChair has not under- 
stood the gentleman from Mississippi to do more 
than discuss the propriety of postponing the con- 
sideration of the message. Within that limit, he 
is clearly in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, The gentleman is discuss- 
ing the propriety of postponing at all, whereas the 
question is between Wednesday and Thursday. 

{Loud and general cries of ** Order !’’] 

TheSPEAKER. The propriety of postponing 
is certainly embraced in the amendment, and in 
the orginal proposition, and, therefore, may be 
discussed. 

Mr. WASHBURN. The direct question is be- 
tween Wednesday and Thursday. 

[Renewed cries of ** Order!’’ 

Mr.SOLLERS. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi alow me to make a motion that the House 
do now adjourn? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
that purpose. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi is entitled to the floor, and will proceed with 
his remarks. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I beg leave, for the benefit 
of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Puituips,] 
to read the clause of the Constitution to which he 
has referred. It is as follows: 

“Every bill which shall have passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, 
be presented to the President of the United States; if he 
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with 
his objections, to that House in which it shall have ori- 


ginated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 
Journal, and proceed to reconsiderit. If, after such recon- 


Is a motion to adjourn in 


I prefer not to yield for 


sideration, two thirds of that Llouse shall agree to pass the 
bili, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other 
House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if 


approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 
law. But in all such cases the votes of both Houses shall 
be deterinined by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on 
the Journal of each House respectively.” 

That is the language of the Constitution. It 
does not say that the bill shall be discussed. It 
does not say that there shall be a debate upon it 
on the floor of the House, but that the House 
shall ‘‘proceed to reconsider it.”’ I ask the gentle- 
man from Alabama if voting upon it is not re- 
considering it? Is it not the highest reconsidera- 
tion that we can give it? When we “‘reconsider”’ 
a bill, do we discuss or vote upon it. Reconsid- 
ering is voting upon it. Let me say further, in 
reply to the gentleman from Louisiana, that the 
rights of this body have not been invaded. Tho 
power of legislation is vested, by the Constitution, 
in Congress; but no bill can become a law until 
it has been approved by the President. Congress 
has exerci its rights under the Constitution, 
and the President has exercised his. What right 
of Congress, ther!, has been invaded? | i: sist that 
now is the time to act upon the President’s mes- 
| sage, in order that we may prevent the unneces- 
| sary consumption of time, and that we may pro- 
| ceed to the consideration of other business of the 
| highest interest to the country. 
| r. HUGHES. It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, 
| that there is not so much contrariety of opinion as 
| regards the propriety of doing something as there 
| is as to what we shall do. | believe that the House 
| are resolved to take some action upon the question 


ginia, (Mr. Barty,} under the circumstances of 


which is before them. The gentleman from Vir- 


the case—this: being a long and argumentative 
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message—desires time for members to have an op- 
portunity to examine it and act understandingly, 
when they come to vote on reconsidering the bill. 
It seems to me, then, that the motion to postpone 
until Wednesday is wisely made, and that the 
House ought to take that action. 

Sir, while gentlemen upon the right hand and 
upon the left, are urging the important interests of 
the country upon the Houee, it seems to me that 
it is wrong to take up time in discussing this ques- 
tion. tt is not so much a quest.on as regards 
what we shall do as when we shall do it. If the 
consideration of this message is postponed until 
Wednesday the Houge can coolly and calmly meet 
the question and act upon it. There can be no 
manner of doubt that one day will meet the views 
of all the members of the Hlouse, so far as they 
desire to discuss this question, and I implore and 
entreat the [louse to come to a vote upon the 
various propositions which have been nade with- 
out further discussion or delay. I trust that no 
more time will be consumed in this way, and that 
the Ifouse will vote down the proposition of the 
gentleman from Onio, [Mr. Camppent,} which I 
consider—with all due consideration to the gentle- 
man—is disrespectful to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, who, in the exercise of a high prerog- 
ative, has sent in his message to this House. I 
trust that we shall now proceed to vote, and that 
the House will settle down on Wednesday for the 
consideration of this matger; for, though | should 
prefer to have it deferred for one day longer, still 
i will be glad to have Wednesday fixed, so as to 
get that question before the consideration of the 
House. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I think, Mr. Speaker, that 
we are now as far from coming to a determination 
of the time when this veto message will be con- 
aidered as we were when it was sentin. If the 
tlouse adjourns this evening without fixing an 
time for its consideration, it will be the first busi- 
ness in order on Monday, which will beas good a 
a day for that purpose as any other wecan fix. 

Cries of * No!” * No!”} 

Mr. HLAMILTON., If the House adjourn now, 
we will then dispose of this matter on Monday. 
That is a day which is generally lost in motions 
to suspend the rules. 


Mr. KEITT. Will the veto message be printed | 


in the meantime? 


Mr. HAMILTON. Yes; it can be printed. | 


It willbe published inthe papers. Every member 
of the House will have an opportunity of reading 
it, and of coming, | am sure, to some determina- 
tion in respect to it. The opinion of the House, 
at all events, is already made up on the matter. 
Nothing can, in one way or other, alter the opinion 
of the House, or any member of it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Iam not so sure of that. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Lam willing to abide by 
the opinion of the Ilouse. Now, | think that as 
this message comes up regularly in order on 
Monday, and as that day will be a compromise 
between those gentlemen who desire to have it 
postponed till Wednesday and those who wish 
for its immediate consideration, the best way is for 
the House to adjourn. I therefore move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken by division; and the 


Speaker announced seventy-four voting in the | 


affirmative 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BRECKINRIDGE 
and Wueecer were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes eighty-one. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


1 call for the yeas and 


The tellers resumed their place, and reported— | 


ayes 90, noes 76. 
So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
The House (at half past three o’clock, p. m.) 


adjourned to meet on Monday at twelveo’clock,m. | 
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The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 
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nied by seventy-five copies of the official Army 
Revister for 1855; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
FOREIGN INTERPOSITION. 
Mr.CASS. I intended, with the permission of 
the Senate, to make some remarks to-day connected 
with some which I presented last session in rezard 
to the declaration of Lord Clarendon, that the 
alliance of England with France extended to ques- 
tions relating to all quarters of the globe, and his 
late denial that the construction which I gave to 
his declaration was the true one. I am yet labor- 
ing under the effects of a cold; and, therefore, 
without making the infliction upon the Senate to- 
day, I shall postpone my remarks until to-mor- 
row, and ask leave to make them then. 


WROUGHT IRON BEAMS AND GIRDERS. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, a letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to him, as chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, accompanied by a re- 
port relative to the use of wrought iron beams and 
girders in the buildings authorized to be erected 
for the accommodation of the United States courts, 
custom-houses, post offices, &c., and asking an 
appropriation for the complete testing of the 
strength of the same, was ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

PETITIONS, ETC: 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of C. E. 
Anderson, late secretary of legation to France, 
praying to be aliowed additional compensation 
during the time he acted as chargé d’affaires at 
that court; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Car- 
rington Wilson, praying the extension of his 
patent for an improvement in the cooking stove; 
which was referred to the Committee oz Patents 
and the Patent Office. , 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of merchants 
and others connected with commerce, held in New 
York, in favor of the passage of the bill ** to reg- 
ulate the carriage of passengers by steamships and 
other vessels;’? which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAYARD presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying an appropriation for 
the erection of a buiiding for the accommodation 
of the United States courts, post office, and other 
public offices in that city; also, relative to the loca- 
tion of the same; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Martha 
W. Clark, widow of Truman Clark, a soldier in 
the war of 1812, praying to be allowed a sum of 
money transmitted to her through the mail, but | 
which never came to hand, with interest thereon; 
also a half-pay pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented eleven petitions of 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying an appropriation 
for the erection of a building for the accommoda- 
tion of the United States courts, post office, and 
other public offices in that city; also, relative to 
the location of the same; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

_ Mr. DAWSON presented a memorial of the 

inspectors of the penitentiary of the District of 

Columbia, praying for the restoration of their for- | 
mer salary; which was referred to the Committee 

on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHASE presented the petition of Polly | 


Scott, widow of John W. Scott, praying to be 


allowed the bounty land and pay to which her son, | 


Benjamin B. Scott, was entitled on account of mil- |. 


itary services in Mexico; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


JAMES ROBERTSON. 
Mr. BADGER. I present the memorial of 


| James Robertson, praying remuneration, out ofthe || 


contingent fund of the Senate, by way of damages 
on account of his arrest and imprisonment under 
circumstances set out in the memorial. I ask its 
reference to the Committee to Audit and Control | 


_ the Contingent payee of the Senate. | 


Mr. EVANS. I hope not. 
The PRESIDENT. It will be so referred unless | 
objected to. i 


r. EVANS subsequently said: My friend 1 
| from North Carolina presented a memorial of | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the || James Robertson, and moved its reference to the 


Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, accompa- |! Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent | 
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Expenses of the Senate. The same thing wag 
referred to that committee last session. The 
reported against it, and no man in the Senate pia 
be found to object to the report. I therefore Object 
to the reference of this petition to that committee. 
If any gentleman desires it to go to any other com. 
mittee [ have no objection; but I object to its 
going to that committee, because they have already 
reported against it, and their report has been sane. 
tioned by the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. The only way to attain 
the object is to move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which it was referred. 

Mr. EVANS. There was no vote upon it. 

Mr. BADGER. If the Senator were to read 
this memorial, he would find that the case wag 
never properly presented before that committee, 
{[Laughter. } 

Mr. EVANS. I hope it will be referred to q 
special committee, of which the honorable Senator 
shall be chairman. [Laughter.] I was wiilingto 
give the man something, but he made a very 
extravagant demand. 

Mr. BADGER. Only for $25,000. 

Mr. EVANS. I hope it will not be referred, 
The Senator moved its reference, but | objected to 
it; and there was no vote taken upon it. I move 
that it lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That William B,. Scott have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Scott Campbell, interpreter to the Sioux 
Indians, praying the payment to him of certain 
money, and confirmation of title to a certain tract 
of land, as stipulated in the treaty with the Sioux 
indians, of September 28, 1837, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the following petitions, &c., asked 
to be discharged from their further consideration, 
which was agreed to: 

The petition of J. Williams, praying remunera- 
tion for merchandise and provisions distributed to 
the chiefs and people of the Coahuila and San 
Louis Rey tribes of Indians, at Rancho del Chino, 
California. 

The memorial of R. W. Thompson, asking 
compensation for services rendered by him as 
attorney for the Menomonee Indians. 

The memorial of John C. Morris and Eliza 
McKee, Cherokee Indians, residing in the State 
of North Carolina, asking indemnity for being 
deprived of the preémptions to which they were 
entitled under the treaty between the United States 
and the Cherokees in 1835 and 1836. 

The memorial of B. F. Marshall, praying com- 
pensation for beef and other provisions turnished 
to Indians in California. 

The petition of Edmund Falling, an eastern 
Cherokee, praying that he, his wife, and children, 
may be allowed the same amount of money (per 
capita) as was allowed to the other Cherokees by 
the acts of Congress of 1850, 1851, and 1854. : 

The petition of William Leonard, praying in- 
demnification for depredations committed by the 
Pawnee Indians on his cattle, while being driven 
from the Atlantic States to California. 

The petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Steele, 
praying indemnity on account of damages sus- 
tained by his being ejected, by the United States 


| troops, from a valuable tract of land, purchased of 


a half-breed Cherokee. 

The petition of Dr. Roger B. Ironside, praying 
remuneration for professional services rendered to 
the Shasta Indians, by direction of a United States 
Indian agent. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print the 
report and map of A. B. Gray, late United States 
surveyor under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
relative to the Mexican boundary, reported the 
following resolution, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That two thousand copies of the said report 
be printed, and the map engraved, for the use of the Senate; 
and that the Superintendent of Public Printing be author- 
ized and directed to add to such map any additional inform- 
ation obtained by Mr. Gray in his recent explorations 
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through the newly acquired territory from Mexico: Pro- | 
yided, That any such addition shall not exceed the suin of 
thirty cents per copy ; and that one hundred copies be and 
are hereby appropriated to the use of A. B. Gray. 


Mr. BRAINERD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to whom was referred the 
petition of the heirs of Nathan Weeks, a lieuten- 
ant of the Revolution, who was killed in action, 
praying to be allowed the pay due to him, and 
the seven years’ half-pay due his widow and chil- 
dren, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which was read and passed toa 
second reading. ‘The report was ordered to be | 
printed. | 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Colonel 
Charles Lewis, praying seven years’ half-pay, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was recommitted the memorial of the heirs of 
Lieutenant Colonel Uriah Forrest, for half-pay 
under resolves of Congress of 10th April and 2ist 
October, 1780, with interest, dedueting seven | 
years’ half-pay advanced by the State of Maryland, 
also with interest, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Susannah Hayne 
Pinckney, praying remuneration for the services | 
of her father, Richard Shubrick, during the revo- 
lutionary war, submitted an adverse report there- 
on; which was ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 


Mr. STUART submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to | 
communicate to the Senate whether there were originally | 
appropriations of land for military purposes at Fort Lara- 
mie, Fort Ripley on the Kansas, old Fort Kearny on the | 
Missouri, and new Fort Kearny on the Piatte, or either of | 
them, and if so, the extent and area of each so originally 
appropriated; and if there were not such original appro- | 
priations, then what extent of land is claimed by the War 
Department as belonging to each of said forts or military | 
reservations respectively. 


HISTORY OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. | 


Mr. DAWSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Printing: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed | 
to purchase, for the use of the Senate, twenty thousand 
copies of ** The State of the Union, a Documentary His- | 
tory of the Publie Affairs of the United States, Foreign and 
Domestic, for the year 1854:°? Provided, The same can be | 
procured at a price not exceeding one dollar per copy. | 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT CLEVELAND. 

Mr. WADE submitted the following resolution; | 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested | 
to report to the Senate whether in his opinion the public | 


service requires the erection at Cleveland, in the State of || 


Ohio, of a building for the accommodation of the custom- | 


house, post office, and the district and circuit courts of the || 


northern district of Ohio ; and if so, to furnish an estimate | 
of the cost of such building. | 


CUSTOM HOUSE AT PENSACOLA. 

Mr. MORTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of causing a building to be 
erected at Pensacola, Florida, for a custom-house, with | 


accommodations for a post office and the courts of the | 
United States. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WELLER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a joint | 
resolution for the relief of Theodore Adams; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to | 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, HAMLIN asked and obtained the unani- | 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 


and Port Orford, in the Territory of Oregon, and 
to fix the salaries of the officers of the customs 
therein; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MASON, in pursuance of previous notice, | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint | 
resolution for the arrangement of the clerks in the 


Department of State; which was read twice by its | 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message was received from the President of 





|| the 
establish the collection districts of Cape Perpetua | 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 





the United States, by Mr. Wensrer, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had approved and signed 
the following acts: 

An act authorizing the construction of a line of 
telegraph from the Mississippi or Missouri river, 
to the Pacific ocean; and 
ota act for the relief of Zachariah Lawrence, of 

10. 


THE LATE GOVERNOR BURT. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the memorial of the repre- 
sentatives of Francis Burt, late Governor of Ne- 
braska, have instructed me to report a joint reso- 
lution “ for the settlement of the accounts of the 
late Governor Burt.’ I presume, when it is read, 
there will be no objection to it. 

The joint resolution was read twice, and con- 
sidered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to direct that in the settlement of 
the accounts of the late Governor Burt, there be 
paid to his legal representatives the amount of his 
salary as Governor of Nebraska for the period of 
six months. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 

| without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. J. J. MCLELLAN. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Mrs. | 
J. Josephine McClellan, widow of Lieutenant 
Colonel McClellan of the United States Army, 
have instructed me to ask for the recommittal of 
the petition and papers in her case. They were 
criginally referred to the Committee on Pensions; 
but we were discharged from their consideration 
upon the ground that a general bill had been re- 
ported from the committee by the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Curay] to provide for her case, and 
all other widows similarly situated. I am now 
instructed by the same committee to report a bill 
for the relief of Mrs. J. Josephine McClellan, and 
to ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
consider it now. 

The bill was read, and ordered toasecond read- 


ing. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be read a 
second time if no objection be made. 

Mr. CLAY. I object. 


WISCONSIN LAND DISTRICT. | 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. I present three | 
petitions of citizens of Wisconsin, asking the es- 
tablishment of a land district on Lake Superior, 
and ask for their reference to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. 

Mr. WALKER. It is usual for such petitions | 
to be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; | 
but I hold in my hand a bill upon this subject | 
which I am instructed to report from that com- | 
mittee. 

The PRESIDENT. The memorials will lie on 
| the table if there be no objection. 

Mr. WALKER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
House biil to establish an additional land district | 
in the State of Wisconsin, to report it back with- | 
out amendment, and ask for its immediate consid- | 
eration. Itis recommended by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
considered the bill. 

It proposes to create all that portion of the | 

resent Willow River land district, north ef the 
fine dividing townships forty and forty-one on the | 
fourteenth correction line, a new district to be 
called the Fond-du-Lac district; makes the usual | 
provisions in regard to the office and officers; and 
| declares that in all cases hereafter the salaries of | 
land officers shall commence only from the time 
enter on the discharge of their duties. 
he bill was a to the Senate without 


_ third time, and passed. 

REVENUE CUTTERS. i 

| Mr. HAMLIN. 1 ask the Senate to consider 
the House bill which was reported a few days 
since from the Committee on Commerce, author- |) 


| 


| izing the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase \ 


or construct a revenue cutter for California; another || 
for Washington Territory; another for the Gulf |) 
of Mexico; and another for Charleston, South |! 
| Carolina. I apprehend it will give rise to no" 


|| allowed. 
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debate; and it is recommended very strongly by 
the Treasury Department. 

Mr. GWIN. Tl hope the Senator will not press 
that. Here is the Pacific railroad bill which was 


postponed on Saturday, and which I want to get 
up to-day. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Very well, 
WILLIAM MONAGAN, 


Mr. WADE. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Claims to report House joint resolution in 
favor of William Monagan, and ask for its im- 
mediate consideration. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered the joint resolution, 

It will direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to William Monagan $36 50, it being one 
fourth of the moneys awarded by the umpire on 
the claim of Martin Sherlock, Monagan, and 
McCartney, reported to the Twenty-Third Con- 
gress at their first session. 

Mr. PEARCE. | should like to have some 
explanation of it. 

Mr. WADE. Those men were laborers on 
the Cumberland road. They offered their claims 
in 1520 against the Government for $146. It was 
referred to an umpire, and he awarded that sum. 
This relates to Monagan’s proportion. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to suspend all prior or- 
ders for the purpose of taking up the bill for the 
construction of a railroad from the valley of the 
Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. CHASE. When the Senate adjourned on 
Saturday the bill to extend the time for the collec- 
tion of duties on railroad iron was under discus- 
sion. It seems to me we ought to proceed with, 
and close that discussion. If the friends of the 
bill are desirous to close it, I think it can be done. 

Mr. CLAY. With the Senator from Ohio, I 
feel anxious to proceed to the consideration of that 
bill, and | suppose it is entitled to preference, as it 
is the unfinished business of Saturday; but inas- 
much as | moved on Saturday to take up that bill 
and to postpone the consideration of the Pacific 
railroad bill until this day, I should feel that I was 
violating my own bargain if I were to insist, at 
this time, on the consideration of the bill to extend 
a credit to railroad companies. Besides, being 
assured by the friends of the Pacific railroad bill 
that they do not propose to discuss it, but to take 
a vote on it without debate on their part, I have 
agreed to let them take precedence, with the un- 
derstanding that they will assist me hereafter in 
taking up the railroad iron bill and disposing of it. 

Mr Gwin’s motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate accordingly resumed, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the consideration of the bill for the 
construction of a railroad from the valley of the 
Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. 

The bill as amended was read. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to amend the bill 
by inserting in the eighth section, after the words 
‘uniform gauge,’’ the words “of not less than 
five and a half feet between the rails.”” That is 
the smallest gauge which I think ought to be 
I suppose there can be no objection to 
this proposition, because there should certainly be 
some reasonable limit. 

Mr. GWIN. If the bill is open to amendment 
I shall not object. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
by agreement, 

Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to the amend- 
ment, but I wish to suggest to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine, whether any road built under 


I understand it is open 


, thé provisions of the bill is likely to be of a less 
| gauge? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. That might or might not 
be the case, but there is a difference in expense 


|whieh might control the matter if it were not 


fixed. 1 believe it of very great importance to fix 
the minimum gauge. 
Mr. RUSK. I do not object to it. 


Mr. GWIN. Nor dof. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvart 
in the chair.) It requires unanimous consent to 
agree to the amendment, the present bill having 
been adopted as a substitute for the original one. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, if it were 
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not that | apprehend my vote might sub 





to misapprehension and misconstruction, | should | ous railroad, | have not seen anything yet that has 


j 


be content at this late period of the session to give | demonstrated to my satisfaction that such a thing 


n silent vote on the bill before us; but, sir, as 1 


feel compelled to vote against this bill, | ask the | 


attention of the Senate for a few moments only, 
while I state some of the reasons which compel 
me to follow that course. 

| am anxious, sir, to establish,as soon as prac- 
ticable, a communication both to Oregon and Cal- 


|| can be done, or that when it is done, it can be 
made available for the great purposes intended by 
| those gentlemen who have projected this bill. 

| Mr. President, there are objections, I think, to 
) this bill, independent of this consideration; but I 
| have only suggested this point to justify myself in 
the eyes of my constituents and the country for 


ifornia, through ourown country. I have sought, || the course I am about to take; but independently 


from the time those Territories were acquired, to || of that, there are objections to the bill. 


obtain access to them in the shortest mode possi- 


ble, considering it indispensable in order to retain || bound under it to transport the mails and all the 


them within the limits of the Union. 1 devoted 


myself, therefore, during the year 1849 and 1850, || 


sedulously to the business of endeavoring to pro- 


cure, by the shortest and best means some route | 
{| 
Oregon, not that I considered the route through || one of the three roads. 


through the Isthmus, to San Francisco and to 


the Isthmus as antagonizing with the project then 
entertained of a railroad across the continent to 
California. On the other hand, I always viewed 


| munitions of war and stores of the Government on 
|| these roads, to the exclusion of all others, and it | 


| is bound to pay at the rate of some $300 a mile, 


| 


for the transportation of the mail alone on each 
If I had no other objec- 
| tion to the bill, | would say in regard to that mat- 


| ter, let the Government have the choice; if the | 
| Government chooses to transport on the road, I | 


those routes at Tehuantepec, at Nicaragua, and || would bind the company, in consideration of the 


at Panama, os ancillary to the great communica- 
tion, which in time, must be established between 
the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. 

But, sir, while I am thus sincerely anxious to 
obtain, and shall be ready on all occasions to give 


| 


| 
} 


my vote in favor of, what I deem to be the best | 


and most practicable means of securing access to 
those Pacific territories, | feel bound to say, after 
the best examination which I have been able to 


give the subject, that the plans presented by the | 


bill as it stands amended, of three roads, is, at 
least for the present, entirely impracticable. Ido 
not believe that any one of the three roads will be 
made under this bill. 
that, if the road were made, judging from all the 
information which I have been enabled to obtain 
in reference to the expenses of railroads in this 


country and in England, the travel and transport- | 


ation on the road would not be sufficient to defray 


j 
i 
} 





} 
| 
its expenses, and that, even if it were built, it | 


could be maintained only by large drafts upon the 
Treasury of the United States. By the provisions 
of this bill, as | understand them, those who are 
to build the road are to become entitled to the 
lands amounting to twelve miles of alternate sec- 
tions from one extremity tothe other. Whenthe 
road is completed the whole of that fund then, so 
far as regards the maintenance and keeping up of 
the roads is exhausted, it is gone to those who 
build it. When it is once constructed, it must be 
maintained from some other source than the land 
that is donated by the bill; and what can that 
other source be but the Treasury of the United 
States ? 


ae made to it, to carry the mail on the road ; 
; but I would not bind the Government, as I think 
| the bill does, in any and every event, to carry the 


| mails on those roads, or any one of them, no mat- | 


_ ter what others may be opened. 


I do not, sir, as I have said, purpose to go at | 
|| large into the discussion of the ome 


I know 
it would be entirely malaproposto offer a set speech 
on such a subject atthis ime. TheSenate would 
not have patience for such an effort; other business 


| of the country presses upon them, and demands 
|, consideration, and I am willing to leave the sub- 
|| ject with the few remarks that I have made. 

I go further, sir, and Isay |. 


Mr. BUTLER. 


_I choose. I concur very much in what has been 


' we are to have a railroad to the Pacific, one road 
| is enough, and what its route should be, depends, 
| I think, on the disclosures of time, and demands 


| more light than has yet been shed on the subject. | 


| I have no hesitation in saying that the time will 
| come when the interests of the country may re- 


| quire such a road; but, sir, if you could have the | 


| disclosures of twenty years from this time you 
| would find this project attended with disaster and 
| failure in many particulars, and you would find 
| the consequences of this disaster and failure falling 
| upon this Government. 
| Weare not fully informed. We are plunging 
| into a system without seeing where we are going. 
| We are acting upon one of the most stupendous 
undertakings that man has ever looked at; and 
| here [ am told that I am to vote without discussion, 


Mr. President, I recollect having read not || and without even having the common lights which 


long since, in an English paper, an account of a would be shed on a proposal to make a road 


debate in the House of Commons, in which it 

was stated that thegreat railroad between London | 
and Liverpool could not be kept up without the | 
aid of way travel. 


through a country twenty miles in length. I do 
not desire to indulge in debate, but simply at this 
stage of the session, asa Senator, I protestagainst 


' I think, sir, that the expe- || this hasty legislation on so momentous a subject. 
rience of all the successfal railroad companies in |) 


Mr. GEYER addressed the Senate in opposi- 


this country, will justify me in the assertion that |! tion to the bill as amended, although he expressed 


no railroad has been made yet that has been kept 
up with any degree of success without the aid of 
way travel. The road between Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, a great thoroughfare between the 
North and the South, the road between Philadel- 
phia and New York, and the great New England 
roads, depend not on the passengers who travel 
between the fermini of the roads, but upon those 
who take passage at the intermediate places, called 
the way travelers. If that be true, if there be 
any degree of truth in it, how could we expect if 
the road to the Pacific were made at this time, to 
keep it up without immense drafts upon the Treas- 
ury, in the comer. condition of that country, 
utterly unsettled, wild—a desert. 

Sir, itis my opinion that we ought to establish 
a communication to San Francisco by some prac- 
ticable means as soon as possible; but let us not 
resort to impracticable projects that will defeat the 
practicable one. I think a road can be made to 
California overland, and ought to be made by the 
aid of this Government. [am ready to render 
my assistance to have it made. I believe that in 
some places we might make ten, twenty, 
thirty, or even one hundred or one hundred and 
fifty miles of railroad, and might join that with a 
macademized road, or a plank oe or a turnpike 
road, or a gravel road, and get over the country 


vided for one road. 
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ect me | successfully by that means; but as for a continu- || not by hasty reconnoissance, but by careful sur. 


If f un- || 
| derstand it, the Government stands pledged and || 


which would amount annually to about $600,000, | 


It is not my purpose to discuss | 
| the bill; my health would notallow me to do so if | 


| said by the honorable Senator from Delaware. If | 


|| Maryland. 
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_veys, the great number of difficulties which every. 
body admits to be in the way of the execution of 
| this scheme? And yet weare asked, without any 
| of this information—information which has not 
| been, because it could not be, furnished—to enter 
| upon this monstrous system of railroads, the iike 
| of which no country in the world ever saw, and 
| which, great as our resources are, is infinitely be. 
| yond them. Why, sir, as if the difficulty were 
|| not enough in the execution of one railroad, from 

the waters of the Mississippi to the Pacific, we 
are startied with the enormous proposition to make 
three, when the energies of the whole country 
| would be taxed to the utmost, even with the gov- 
ernmental aid which this bill proffers to execute 
and maintain one. 

I have not examined the reports which have 
'| recently come from the War Department, and 
| which have been ordered to be printed, givin 
‘| some information in regard to these routes, 
inquired for one the other day, and was informed 
that it was defective, that a certain number of pages 
| had been omitted in theimpression, and that it had 
| been sent back to the printer to be filledup. 1 am, 
| therefore, without that information; but I am very 
| sure that if I had it, it would only increase the 
| opposition which I make to this measure. 

ere are three railroads which it is proposed 
we shall offer inducements to the capital and 
enterprise of the country to enter upon, each of 
which, I understand, will be about two thousand 
miles in length—one, perhaps; something under 
that length, and the ocbere, probably, a little ex- 
ceeding it; but averaging about two thousand 
miles, making, in the whole, six thousand miles 
|| of railroad which we design to invite proposals 
for making, through a country for the most part 
er, uninhabited, and, to a considerable extent, 
| equal y uninhabitable, without those means which 
have been found absolutely necessary to their 
|| execution in all settled countries through which 
| railroads have heretofore been made, and in spite 
|| of the existence of which means the cost of many 
‘| of them has exceeded all calculation, and will 
| scarcely obtain credence when the statement is 
made. 

We propose to accomplish this by inviting per- 
| sons to make contracts upon the promise of a gift 
|| of lands twelve miles in width on each side, in 

| alternate sections, which is equal to a continuous 
| grant twelve miles in extent slong the whole length 
| of the railroads. If the railroads be each two 
|| thousand miles long, that will involve a grant of 
|| seventy-two thousand square miles of land—larger 
| than the State of Virginia—about as large as the 
| States of Virginia and Maryland united, and more 
‘| than six times as large as the entire State of 
It will contain forty-eight million 








1 eighty thousand acres of land, to be given to one, 
|| two, or three companies—a territorial grant ex- 


ceeding in Itberality anything known in modern 
| times, and which, if the land were valuable; would 
| make the individuals or companies concerned, the 
| most powerful land barons in the world. This 
enormous grant, with the other aids of Govern- 


himself in favor of the original bill, which pro- | ment, it is supposed will enable the parties to ex- 


lished in the Appendix. ] 


| 
1 


{His remarks will be pub- || ecute these works. Well, sir, if this grant of 


lands were made through the fertile praiiies of 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I must express || Illinois, or through such regions as the rich val- 
my astonishment at the earnestness and sincerity || leys of Pennsylvania, very probably, monstrous 
with which this enormous measure appears to be | as the cost of this work will be, it might be soffi- 

ressed, and pressed so precipitately upon the || cient to induce the ardent and earnest efforts of 
ate. I confess | thought, when the project || individual enterprise to attempt its accomplish- 
was first introduced, that it was rather as a feeler || ment. But who expects, under any state of things, 


to ascertain how public sentiment would point 
towards a project of such magnitudeand uncertain- 
ty. I did not suppose, when it was first brought 
to the notice of the Senate, nor have I since ex- 
pected, that we should be seriously asked to con- 
nect the Government of the Union with individ- 
uals or corporations, and schemes which, in extent 
and in difficulty, are so far beyond everything that 
has ever heretofore been known in the history of 
artificial communications. What do we know, sir, 
of the feasibility of any of these routes, of all 
those conditions which are absolutely necessary 
to make a railroad available, and without which 
such projects are only the bottomless pits of capital, 
snares to individual lation, and delusions to 
national enterprise. hat do we know of the 
elevations and of the declivities of the country? 
What do we know of the supplies of wood and 
water? What engineers have ever ascertained, 


| that these lands will sell at anything like the min- 
imum price at which we have heretofore sold our 
public lands? Even if they were vastly better than 
they are, considering the legislation of Congress 
(so far as the Senate can give it effect) as to the dis- 
tribution of immense quantities of bounty lands, it 
could not be expected to dispose of them at the min- 
imum price of $1 25 per acre; byt when we con- 
sider that the greater portion of the country through 
which these railroads must run is necessarily and 
forever sterile—that i* stretches across the central 
wilderness of a great continent, and is made up, 
in a large degree, of barren wastes and inhospita- 
ble rocks, we must know that it will be utterly 
impossible to dis of these lands at any price 
which will beat all adequate even to the commence- 
ment of such an enterprise. Without sufficient 
wood and water, for the most 
habitants save the scattered 


rt destitute of in- 
ordes of savages 
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which infest them, unknown to civilization, and || of $70,000 a mile. The Reading railroad , ninety- | 


containing little to invite it, your forty-eight mil- || 
lions of acres will not be worth ten cents an acre, |) 
and will not furnish, at any Atlantic or Gulf port, | 
the tenth part of the money necessary to provide | 
even the rails required for these extensive tines of \ 
road. 1} 
Here let me ask the attention of the Senate to | 
the cost of the mere iron necessary to lay these | 

roads with rails. Weare told thatit takes one hun- 

dred tons of railroad iron of the kind now usually 
approved to lay a mile of railroad. If you have | 
six thousand miles of railroad, it will require six | 
hundred thousand tons of iron for rails alone, and || 
the cost of that quantity, at sixty dollars per ton, | 
will be $36.000,000. We were told the other } 
day, by the Senator from Tennessee, {Mr. Jones,] || 
that the other iron required in the construction || 
and equipment of railroads amounts to quite as | 
much, if not more; that is, that the iron used in 
the locomotives, chairs, spikes, turn-outs, &c., | 
amounts toeven more than thatmuch. You have, | 
then, $72,000,000 required as the outlay for the | 
purchase of iron alone; and that, be it recollected, is | 
iron not put on the spot where it is required, but | 
merely delivered at tide water. I presume you must 
transport it, therefore, from tide water, by steam | 
navigation, to the highest sources of the rivers of | 
the West; near the points where you propose to | 
start, and then you must provide such means as | 
ou can afterwards. What is it going to cost? | 
| 


NVhy at least double the sum which it will cost 
when it arrives at the port of entry or delivery. 
If you surmount this difficulty, how are you to | 
= the road, to blast the rocks, to fill up the | 

ollows, and raise the embankments which will be 
necessary? [low will you support the multi- | 
tudes of men who must be engaged in making the | 
road, who must be fed and lodged far from the set- | 
tlements, where food and lodging are to be found? || 
How sustain the horses and mules, which are || 
indispensable on such work, which cannot live on | 
sterile sands or barren rocks? You must buy food || 
at a distance, transport it at immense cost, and || 
protect it as you would the supplies of an army. | 

I did not mention one other circumstance which | 
should properly have been stated in advance of 
what I have just mentioned, and that is, that you 
have not yet acquired a complete title to these 
lands. You have not extinguished the Indian 
claim. When you are going to effect that, at 
what cost will it be? Are you sure that you can 
effect it by money? May it not be necessary to | 
resort to force for that purpose? How will you | 
get rid cf those four hundred thousand predatory 
savages, who, it is said, dwell within the borders 
of the United States, beyond the Mississippi; 
many of whom roam over the tracts of land through 
which it is proposed to run these railroads—hos- 
tile to you—ready to tear up your rails and burn | 
up your wooden sills? Where will you get your | 
wooden sills and ties? Ido not know whether 
you will be able to find them on the southern 
route, unless you can make the crooked little mez- | 
pee answer the purpose; and in the northern | 

ivision, though you may, indeed, find wood, it is | 
not such wood as will answer the purpose; and || 
that will have to be brought, at an immense cost, | 
from distant sources of supply. I take it, that || 
when you consider these great and numerous diffi- || 
culties, the cost of these railroads will exceed that || 
of any known road in the United States; and what |, 
are they? I had the curiosity to look at the cost | 
of some of the principal railroads in the United || 
States, and | confess I was quite astonished at the | 
result of my examination. I find that the Phila- | 


j 
| 


| 





|| is still five hundred miles in width. 


| is that which lies in the south, because, in that 


| which the road may be more easily passed. Even 


| difficulties. 


five miles long, and pursuing a gentle decline to- || 
wards the city of Philadelphia, has cost upwards 
of $17,000,000; being about $170,000 a mile. Of | 
course, in giving these figures, | speak of the 1 
whole expense of construction and equipment. | 

Now, sir, I think it exceedingly doubtful 
whether, under any circumstances, these railroads 
to the Pacific can be completed at less rates than 
the average cost of the railroads which I have 
here mentioned. Suppose they should require 
$80,000 a mile; then you have $480,000,000 as the 
cost of these works, which you are asked, without 
any adequate information, to enter upon at once; 
or to invite them to enter upon with the induce- 
ment of Government land grants as their aid. It 
does seem to me to be monstrous. 

Consider, sir, the character of the regions 
through which these roads will havetopass. The 
mighty West is to be crossed, in all its breadth, | 
from the borders of the States which line the Mis- 
sissippi to the Pacific. That portion of our con- 
tinent, to say nothing of the mountains, is marked | 
by a vast plateau running nearly north and south, 
which divides this wide region into two portions. 
The very lowest point on the water shed of this 
region is about four thousand five hundred feet 
above the tide; that is between the waters of the 
Rio Grande and the San Pedro which flows into 
the Gila. Further north, in about latitude 36°, | 
it is eight thousand feet in height, and above the 
latitude of 42° it still has an elevation of seven 
thousand feet. ‘These are the heights of the low- 
est passes of the water shed of this great plateau, 
as | learn from the Secretary of War’s report of | 


} last year. Then, sir, your roads must penetrate, | 


not a single mountain, or chain of mountains, but 
a mountain system, which, in latitude 40°, is nine 
hundred miles wide, and where it is narrowest 


The least difficult of these routes, it seems to me, 


quarter, | believe the mountains are more isolated 
and scattered about, with intervening plains over 


there we find great and almost insurmountable 
There is the difficulty of a want of 
water, which, I suppose no one will pretend can 


| be supplied unless by Artesian wells, and how do 


we know that Artesian wells will afford a sufficient 


| supply? Then there isthe difficulty of insufficient 


and unsuitable wood, in any line which the road 
can take, and the sterile belts of land, in one case 
two hundred and fifty miles in width, which physi- 
cal geography tells us is sterile from natural and | 
constant causes. 
Then, sir, it is proposed to keep up these roads, 
or to contribute to their support by employing 
them all to take the mails between different points 
in the valley of the Mississippi and the Pacific. 
One railroad will be amply sufficient to take the 
mail from the Mississippi region to the Pacific 


| coast; but we must have three roads, and we must 


provide that they shall all take the mails, and we 
propose in this bill to give them $300 a mile for the 
service. I think a bill which was introduced at a | 
former session of Congress, by an honorable gen- 
tleman in the other House, from California, pro- || 
posed to give $600 per mile; but I believe those | 


| best informed on the subject, and those most in 


favor of the execution of this graet project, esti- 
mate that $3,000 a mile will hardly be sufficient; || 


but suppose it takes $1,000 a mile, to be anything. || 


| 


likean adequate compensation to these companies | 
for the transportation af the mail over these roads, 
then you must pay $6,000,000 a year for the trans- 


_ undertake them. 


| arm 
| roa 
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to rush into schemes requiring an expenditure of 
money 80 enormous as, it seems to me, must 
necessarily result from this project. We are asked 
to do this at a time the least favorable of all for such 
an enterprise—an enterprise exceeding in extent 
and in difficulty any that the world has ever seen. 


| These great artificial communications are among 
| the wonders of the age. 


They mark the time in 
which we live. They distinguish the people who 
I know the energy of my coun- 
trymen, in this respect, exceeds that of all other 
nations. I know, as the honorable Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Gerer) has stated, that the rail- 


' roads within the limits of the United States are 


twenty-one thousand miles in extent, being two 
thousand seven hundred miles more extensive 
than all the railroads of all the rest of the world. 
put together. We have put those roads in opera- 
tion ata cost of 616,000,000, as he said. But, 
sir, we have incurred debts to what amount l 


| shall not undertake to say with any precision. 


But | footed up, last night, the funded debt of the 
two hundred and seventy-one railroads which 
exist in the United States, and I found that it 
amounted to $150,000,000. How much their 
floating debt is | do not know, and I suppose no 
one can tell. We have sixteen thousand miles of 
railroad now in progress. Where is the capital 
to construct them in this condition of monetary 
difficulty in which we all know the country is 
laboring ? What are the means, what is the mode 


| by which we undertake to construct these great 
artificial communications ? 


We subscribe stock, 
and pay up part, and issue our bonds or stock to 
the contractors in whole or in part, send bonds 
over to Europe, and purchase iron with them, or 
negotiate them at shaving and ruinous discounts} 
and finally, even those very railroads which we 
have undertaken, as we supposed, under flattering 


| auspices, perhaps, however, without proper cal- 
culation as to the objects, the means, the cost, 
| and the results, are in such a condition that Con- 
| gress is invoked now to relieve them, by granting 
| them a credit of three years for the duties on the 
| iron imported for rails. 


In this condition of em- 
barrassment, in which almost the whole railroad 
system of the United States is plunged—a diffi- 
culty which the companies have brought upon 
themselves by reckless extravagance, by improvi- 
dence, and by hasty speculation, or by the uncal- 
culated magnitude of their undertakings—we are 


, asked to enter into this scheme which looms u 


so monstrously before any one who looks at it 
soberly. 

And, sir, if these roads contemplated in this bill 
were finished, how would they be supported? Do 


| you think that the trade between the Pacific and 


the East will be sufficient even to keep them up, 
to defray the great and inevitable expenses of the 
of employees, of fuel, of wear and tear of 
and engines? Even the far shorter roads 
of the old States, loaded as they are with the agri- 
cultural and mechanical products of a thickly set- 
tled, industrious, and fertile country, and crowded 
with the passengers, who, for pleasure or on 
business, pass from one city to another, can 
seldom earn income which allow of dividends. 
California has not any bulky products to send 
across the continent to the Atlantic States, and any 
such articles going from this side to the Pacific 


| will ever find the sea route cheaper and better. It 


ia delusion to suppose that the trade of Asia will 
seek this route. Some of the finer articles might 
so come; but the great body of commercial ex- 


| changes between America and the East must 


always find their way in ships, or propellers, 


delphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore railroad, portation of the mails from the waters of the Mis- without transhipment. When California shall be 
made through a well settled country, between two sissippi to the Pacific coast. Even at $300 amile, | filled with population, and the intervening deser‘s 
reat commercial cities, through a region abound- || the cost will be $1,800,000 a year. The only rail- H be subdued and settled, then, indeed, a railrcad 
ing in everything necessary for the construction || road authority to which I have had access, the | across the continent may pays but not till then. 
of arailroad, and only ninety-eight miles in length, | American Railroad Journal, estimates that as en- || [ have not inquired into the details of the bill, 
has cost $8,067,000; being an average of more tirely insufficient. The editor of that paperseems || though I think there are provisions in it which 
than 80,000 a mile. 1 find that the New York || to think $3,000 a mile absolutely necessary, and | are objectionable. I admit that a railroad to the 
and Erie railroad, four hundred and sixty-four || he appears to doubt whether even that will be || Pacific would be very desirable, if it were prac- 
miles in length, has cost $33,070,000; being an || sufficient. He says: ‘* We are satisfied that itis | ticable and within any erate estimate of ex- 
average of about $70,000 per mile. The Penn- | still far from being up to the exigency of the case.” 1 pense. It would furnish great military facilities, 
sylvania Central railroad, two hundred and fifty | And he adds: ‘‘ As well might a person hope to || and be a strong bond of union between us and the 
miles long, has cost $13,600,000; an average of | storm the rock of Gibraltar with a cannon loaded | distant States beyond the Sierra Nevada. My 
over $54,000 a mite. The Baltimore and Ohio || with green peas, as to construct a railroad to the || principal objection to the present scheme is, that 
railroad, three hundred and eighty-one miles long, | Pacific by any _— yet proposed.” || it gives the countenance and assistance of the 
has cost $22,254.000, as reported in the Railroad || For my part I think the committee should have || Government in advance to an enterprise not well 


Journal of May last; an average of about $60,000 |, given us an extensive and thorough report, exam- 


amile. The Bostonand Worcester railroad, sixty- 
nine miles long, cost $4,850,000; being an average 


| 


ining minutely into all the difficulties, and the | 


means of overcomifig them, before they asked us 


considered, not justified by the condition of the 
country, the means of the parties invited to under- 
take it, and which, if it be completed in one day, 
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can only be done by the Government assuming the 
burden and exhausting all its means for many 
years in the effort. If the bill pass, and no other 
aid be given than that now provided, the whole 
scheme will prove an utter and mortifying failure. 

Sir, | regret that I have not obtained a greater 
amount of reliable information to spread before 
the Senate. I had purposed to do so, if time should 
be afforded; but 1] did not expect this bill to come 
up to-day,and have not at hand all the information 
which J have gathered. I think, however, I have 
snid enough to justify me in refusing to vote for 
this scheme in whole or in part, and I shall be 
very much surprised if the Senate of the United 
States do not pause before they encourage the 
entering upon a course of expenditure so enormous 
and so reckless. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, the speech of the 
honorable Senator from Maryland would be a 
capital argument as applied to the persons who 
may desire to take a contract under the provisions 
of this bill, but it is totally inapplicable, as 1 
think, to the bill before us. All that the bill pro- 
poses to do—— 

Mr. PEARCE. Ithink the Senator has mis- 
understood me. 1 do not suppose that Congress 
is in fact to expend all this money, but it is in- 
voked to give existence to schemes which involve 
the expenditure of so much money, and I do not 
think it wise legislation to enter into schemes the 
fmlure of which is so ineviteble, 

Mr. RUSK. Taking the experience of the 
world generally, it appears to me that the men 
who will have to make the expenditure of so much 
money as the Senator supposes, have sense enough 
not to make it if the result is to be what he im- 
agines. According to his own statement, the 
Government is to expend no more than twelve 
sections of land to the mile, throuzh deserts, des- 
titute of water, which will have to be supplied by 
Artesian wells. If any one is fool enough to enter 
into a contract for building the road, after the lucid 
ergument which the Senator has made, we require 
ample security so as to keep out bogus companies; 
we require them before they can get the contract 
to deposit $500,000 inthe Treasury, to be actuall 
expended in the construction of the road for whieh 
they contract. 


that, in addressing myself to the Senate on this 
subject, | shall be speaking to gentlemen with 


foregone conclusions, and I shall, therefore, content | 


myself with one or two remarks in addition to 
what has been said by my friend from Maryland. 

Have you any idea, sir, that the contractors 
who will undertake this road will do it upon any 
assumption that, out of their own funds, they are 
to finish it? Anyone who enters into this scheme 
upon the delusion that the contractors are to bear 
the burden, will see, in the end, that the Federal 
Government and the Federal Treasury will be 
regarded as nothing more than an insurance com- 
pany, to make up all deficiencies. 

ow, sir, what is the proposition? Here, at 

the end of the session, without examination, Con- 
gress is to give up its jurisdiction—to whom? We 
are called on to part with our jurisdiction over the 
greatest measure that can regulate the commerce 
of this country. And to whom are we to give it? | 
To the contractors and the Secretaries spoken of in 
the bill. If this is a measure to regulate com- 
merce, what right have we to part with this power 
in the way provided by the bill? I repeat, sir, | 
that, at this time, Congress is called upon to part 
with all control over the greatest measure that can 
regulate the commerce af 
Atlantic and the Pacific, under the delusive idea | 
that there shall be three roads. I have no expect- | 
ation that there will be three roads—at any rate, 
there will not be three roads until one is finished; | 
and what man is there who can place his hand | 
upon his heart and say that, as a great measure | 
for the regalation of commerce, for the transpor- | 
tation of troops, and for the transportation of 
everything connected with the Post Office Depart- 
ment, more than one road from the Mississippi to 


cific to any point upon the Miss eee ter- 
mini should be settled by Congress. | have always 
said so. Congress should assume the responsi- 
bility of saying that it has intelligence enough 
upon the subject to designate the two points from | 
the one to the other of which the road shall run. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


As far as | have examined the plats which have 
been presented to us, | know there are many routes 
indicated, and we have had many plausible repre- 
sentations from the surveyors. Some of them say 
it does not snow to any extent beyond the latitude 
of 40°; and I believe, according to other surveyors, 
the mountains are getting lower every day. We 


| are to overcome mountains upon false and plaus- 


| ible representations. 


Well, sir, I lay down this 
proposition: that the sun will make and indicate a 
track for this railroad preferable to any of those 
indicated by surveyors. In my opinion—I give it 
as a mere conjecture; for I do not speak with in- 


waeatntennnell 


telligence on the subject, and I complain that gen- | 


tlemen require me to vote upon it without intelli- 
gence; and that is the security they have for this 
tremendous scheme—if | were to select the points 
for such a road, 1 would say, that it should run 


|from San Diego directly to Albuquerque, and 
thence to the Mississippi river. That is a latitude 


suitable for such an enterprise; and when you 
reach the Mississippi river, you have a current 
from almost every part of the United States. 

Am I to disguise from myself the fact that this 
proposition is entirely different from that? 1 call 
upon gentlemen representing the middle States, 
especially, as my friend from Missouri has done, 
to look at a startling fact. There is Nebraska 
river, which is looked upon as one of the indica- 
tions where the road should run; there is the 


| Platte river, the Arkansas river, and the Red river, 


which are also looked upon as indications where 
roads should run. But, sir, what turns out to be 
the fact here? Neither the Platte, nor the Arkan- 
sas, nor the Red river is selected; but the certainty 
before me is, that there are two tracks to go to 
the Nebraska river. My friend from Missouri 
has demonstrated that there is but one course the 
contractors would take, and that is to carry the 
road through the northern portion of California, 
for in doing so they get a very large bounty in 
lands. Do you suppose they will go south of any 
point that will avoid getting the Tands provided 
for in this bill? Why, sir, they have baited it so 
effectually at one end of the road, that you cannot 
give it any other direction. They have absolutely 
put it in such a situation that the road must go to 


} | one place, and cannot go to any other, unless the 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I have nodoubt | 


atriotism of the contractors should overrule their 
interests—quite a probable proposition. (Laugh- 
ter.] Is it quite a probable proposition that they 
will rather be governed by the dictates of patri- 
otism than yield to the obvious temptations of in- 
terest? Yes, sir; ithas been managed so as to appeal 
to the interests of those engaged in the road to say 
where it shall run. It does not take the Platte, 
which would carry it to St. Louis; nor the Ark- 
ansas, which would take it to Memphis; nor the 
Red river, which would take it probably to New 
Orleans. The bill does not indicate what course 
it shall take. 

Gentlemen intimate that Congress ought not to 
indicate the course of the road. Sir, we are part- 
ing at this time with a jurisdiction over the grent- 


est subject that can possibly employ the funds of 


i 





the country. J know that they will have the road 
finished to some extent near the two termini; and 
I know that afcer they get a little way on it will 
be quite a strong interest enough to make the Fed- 
eral Government pave it with money from the 


| Treasury. 
But, sir, I did not intend to go into this subject. | 


I was not prepared todo so. I had no idea that 
such a measure as this was to be disposed of in 


| this summary mode; but as it seems to be a fore- 
the country between the | 


gone conclusion on the part of gentlemen who 
have embarked in this scheme, be it so. 
Mr. GWIN. 


South Carolina and Missouri. The Senator 
from Missouri has told us that the temptation for 
the southern route is so great, because it goes 
through such a fine region in California, that it 


|is the only route which has a chance. That is 


what he said; and yet the Senator from South 


Carolina quotes him the other way. 
the Pacific is necessary? I say, further, that if | 
you are to make a road from any point on the Pa- | 


_ roads shall be constructed, and if proposals for all _ 


| 


| 


Mr. GEYER. [I did not suppose, nor am I 
allowed to 5 ame that that is the only route, 
because this bill contemplates that the whole three 


three are not received at one time, they are to be 
continued until contracts are made for all. I had 
reference to the terminus of that road when I said 


_ February 19, 


| southern road to extend it, after turning the 


mountains at the south, to San Francisco. Tha; 
ig the temptation. 

Mr. GWIiN. The Senator from South Caro. 
lina announced to the Senate and the country, on 
the authority of the Senator from Missouri, that 
the northern route, because it is the longest and 
most valuable, will be selected. I hope both Sen. 


ators know what is the distance from the mouth 
| of the Gila, which would probably be the terminus 


of the southern route, to San Francisco, and what 


is the distance from Noble’s pass to San Fray. 
| CISCO. * 


Mr. BUTLER. Really I am not informed on 
that point. I have not studied the subject. The 


| Senator probably knows. 


Mr. GWIN. I do not suppose that there is 
fifty miles difference between i I do not in- 
tend to argue this bill, because, if it is not passed 
without argument now, it cannot be passed at all; 
but as I am on geography, I should like to know 
of the Senator from Missouri, if he starts a rail- 
road from St. Louis, how he will get to the bay 
of San Francisco, unles he goes through Noble's 
pass; and, if it starts from lowa, as he supposes, 
how can they get to San F'rancisco in any way 
unless by going through Noble’s pass? His ar- 
gument that this bill excludes Missouri is of no 
foundation, from the fact that there is but one pass 
through which a road from either Missouri or 
lowa could get to San Francisco. 

Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, I thought I had 
made myself understood. I stated that the strong 


| inducement for adopting what I call a northern 


route, that is, from Chicago to Council Biuff, or 
somewhere in that neighborhood, and thence by 
the South pass and Noble’s pass to San Fran- 
cisco, was, that the roads there were owned by 
Wall street. That was my expression. Theroads 
from Lake Erie to the Mississippi are nearly all 
owned by Wall street. If they can get the north- 
ern and central roads, they can combine with them 
an influence which can be brought to bear in the 
State of California, that will be benefited by having 
a road all through the whole line of that State, so 
that Missouri must be left out. 

The Senator from California asks me how a 


| road can be made from Missouri, that is not to go 


through Noble’s pass. To that 1 answer by re- 
ferring to the map, which that honorable Senator 
had published a year or two ago, in which he 


| proposed to run from San [rancisco, by way of 


Walker’s pass. According to that map, his route 
was to run to Albuquerque and from thence have 
branches to Fort Smith, tothe Red River, to St. 
Louis, and some other points, | believe, including 
Dubuque. Now, whether there is a pass at Coo- 
chatope or not, it is ascertained that, although the 
expense of constructing it is large, a road is prac- 
ticable by way of Albuquerque and it will not go 
to Noble’s pass; but that route will not be selected 
under this bill for the reason that if they went by 
Walker’s pass they would come in contact with 
the other road going up to San Francisco, and the 
inducement therefore would be not to take the 
Albuquerque or the Coochatope route, but to take 
the South pass and strike Noble’s pass, so as to 
enter California on the north and make a road 


through the whole line of the State. 


Mr. GWIN. I supposed the Senator had read 
the reports of the engineers. If so, he would 
have seen that those reports pronounce Waiker’s 
pass impracticable for a ratiroad, and therefore, 
the very route he has indicated impracticable. 
We have no place of crossing the Sierra Nevada 


at that point if we are to be guided by the reports 


| of the engineers. 
1 only rise for the purpose of 
| correcting the geography of the gentlemen from 


Mr.SEWARD Mr. President, I did not ever 
expect that I should stand here in the Senate to 
advocate the passage of this bill in its present 
shape; that is, proposing to make arrangements 
for the construction of three railroads to the Pacific. 
Still Lam now in that attitude. I have listened 
very attentively to what has fallen from the hon- 
orable Senator from Delaware, and from the hon- 
orable Senator from Maryland, and also to my 
esteemed friend from Mississippi, and it seems to 
me that all the answer which need be given on this 
occasion to the arguments of those gentlemen, is 
that their objections are quite too late; they are 
out of time. Earlyin thelast session, | submitted 


to the Senate a proposition for the construction of 


one railroad from the Atlantic to the Pacific States, 


that it was the interest of thie’contractor for the going through the Territories of the United States, 
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proposing that the railroad should be made from 
such point to such point, and through such regions 
as should be found upon competition by capital- 
jsts to be most feasible and most advantageous. 


The subject was referred to the select committee, | 


with various other projects. That select commit- 
tee had the matter under consideration, and the 


result has been that the committee instead of adopt- | 


ing such a plan for the construction of one rail- 
5 . . . . 

road, have adopted this plan, by which it is pro- 

posed to invite proposals for the construction of 

three railways. Upon that proposition, as a sub- 

stitute, there was a debate here the other day, and 

a question taken; and after all the light which 


those of us who were in favor of one road as most | 


practicable and most wise, could throw on the sub- 
ject, the Senate, I think, by about two to one, 
overruled that project and decided that they would 
adopt this substitute. The question, therefore, 
now, is not whether we shall have one railroad 
or thrée, but whether we shall have this or no 
railroad bill at all. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not want any now; we 
shall have it by and by. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
South Carolina says truly, just as I stated the 
question, that he does not want any railroad at all 
now. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
route selected now until we know where the road 
should run. That is what I mean. 

Mr.SEWARD. It amounts to this then, that 
we shall pass no railroad bill at all at the present 
time. e have no other alternative. That isthe 
question. The honorable Senator from Delaware 
tells us, and so does the Senator from Maryland, 
that he isin favorofaroad. They are both in favor 
of a road. 
nothing. The minority must yield to the majority 
or else the project will be defeated, and then those 
who agree with the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, that at this time we should make no 
provision at all for a railroad, will carry the day. 
I ask honorable Senators if they are not prepared 
to make provision for a railroa 
we be better prepared? There never will bea time 


again in this country when it will be so rich, and | 


when its Treasury will be so full. There will never 
beatime when there will be moreinformation before 


the public in regard to the practicability of such | 


aroad. There never will be atime again when 
embarrassments, resulting from the diversity of 


interest in regard to the location of the road, will | 


be less than they are now. If, then, we are ever 
to build a road, or provide for making a road, this 
seems to me to be just exactly the time. At all 


events the responsibility will be off the shoulders || 
of those of us who say that this scheme is possi- | 


ble, and who acquiesce in the decision ofa majority 
of Congress who have determined (I cannot say 


they have not determined wisely) that, in order to | 
engage the people and Government in the adop- | 


tion of this enterprise, there must be liberality on 
the part of Congress in offering facilities to every 
section, north and south, on the Atlantic and on 
the Pacific, and in the Mississippi region, to com- 
pete for the construction of theroad. This, I have 
no doubt, explains the reason why a majority of 
the Senate prefer this system to the other. It is 
that they cannot find an agreement in Congress of 
a sufficient number to constitute a majority to de- 
termine upon any one route; and they, overruling 
us, have agreed, therefore, to adopt a plan which 
will invite competition for three roads. To those 
on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts it can make very 
little difference. The location of this road con- 
cerns chiefly the central inland States, and is to 
them a matter of very great consequence; but the 
road must terminate at San Francisco, on the Pa- 
cific point, and we can all be satisfied that it must 
terminate at some center of commerce on the 
Atlantic coast. 

| hope, therefore, we may look at this as a ques- 
tion no longer open, whether we shall adopt the 


bill in this shape or the one which has already | 


been disposed of by a vote of the Senate of nearly 
two to one, but look at the question of whether 
we want a railroad at all. Upon that point I do 
not intend to go into an argument, because it 
would consume time, and I am one of the friends 
of the measure, and wish to see the bill passed, 
and, therefore, do not intend to debate it. I will 
say, however, that if this is not the moment to 


. : . {| 
jeaving the terminations at both ends unsettled, and || 


I say that I do not want a | 


I say, however, it must be this or | 


now, when shall | 


the moment will come when it will be more neces- 
| sary. Will it be when the Indians are harassing 
the people on our frontiers in California and Ore- 
gon, and when we lay at the mercy of foreign 
enemies, who can blockade the port of San Fran- 
cisco, and can deprive us of all communication 
with the gold region, and by the interruption of a 
single week or month destroy the entire balance 
of trade between the two sections of the Union, 
1 and involve the country in the most imminent 
|, danger? 
| _ All these considerations seem to me to urge on 
the Senate the adoption of the best system that a 
|| majority of the Senate can agree upon. 


' 


provisions of this bill will tempt that class of spec- 
| lative contractors who are found in the country 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, whether the | 


ready to take hold of everything and anything, | | 


do not know; I am not sufficiently conversant 
with that department of public business to know; 
but there is one thing very certain, that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is to furnish the 
entire subject for this speculation. Whether what 
it offers will tempt this speculative class to take 
hold of it, I do not know; but I repeat that, 
whether they do or not, the whole subject of the 
speculation is to be furnished by the Government 
of the United States. What is it? 

The Government, in the first place, is to give 
to the contractors a strip of land twelve miles wide 
along the whole extent of the roads through the 
Territories—not the public domain, not the public 
property, for the Government is to acquire the 
property before it can be passed over to the con- 
tractors. In the next place, the Government is to 
contract to carry the mail on these roads for a 
period of fifteen years at a maximum rate of $300 

er mile, which, as the honorable Senator from 
Maryland has said, as the bill now stands, will be 
$1,800,000 a year, to be paid out of the Treasury 

| for the purpose of carrying the mail alone. Then 


troops over the roads. 
I do not know. 
the bill not to exceed what is now paid for the 
same grade of service; but I suppose it will be 
fair to estimate it ep nee rere more. Then, in 
|| round numbers, the Government is to offer a bonus 
of $4,000,000 a year to enable contractors to build 
a capital upon it, out of which, in connection with 


Thus it is, that, whether the scheme is successful 
or unsuccessful, the Government of the United 
States, or more properly the people of the United 


are to offer this bounty to speculators at their cost, 
because if it is a failure they bear the whole loss, 
and the contractors, if it is successful, areto take 
all the benefit. That is about the scheme. 

I say, then, that the Government is to furnish 
the whole means by which these roads are to be 
built. Whether the cost is to be one hundred, or 

two hundred, or five hundred millions of dollars, 
the Government is to pay it. There is, on that 
| point, no other provision in the bill, of any kind. 


the transportation of the mails and the munitions 
of war. An annual revenue of $4,000,000 is thus 
| to be taken from the Government when the roads 
| are completed, and whatever capital the contract- 
ors can obtain, they obtain upon this pledge of 
the Government to furnish an interest equal to 
$4,000,000 a year. Then take the public lands; 
they are to have twelve miles wide on each of 
these roads, with a strange and extraordinary 
provision, as far as the Government service is 
| concerned, that you are to send a mail over three 
_ separate railroads to California, when the Govern- 
ment service would not require it to be sent over 
|| more than one of them. I think that is the 


ing it. 
hat is to be the result? Why, sir, the three 
| Secretaries named in the bill are empowered to make 
contracts that shall bind the Government, pro- 
vided proposals come from contractors within the 


war. The Secretaries have no discretion, they 
are to make the contracts, and the contracts then 
| are to be obligatory on the Government, to carry 





| the Government is to contract for the same period | 
| to carry all the munitions of war along with the | 
What that will amount to | 
The maximum is fixed here in | 


the public lands, they are to make these roads. | 


States, whose property is thus to be disposed of, | 


ou offer to contractors $4,000,000 a year for | 


scheme of the bill, if | am capable of understand- | 
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undertake this enterprise, { do not know when | 
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if any of the contractors fail to comply with their 
contract, the road, and whatever may be upon the 
road as the property of these contractors, incident 
to the road, is to become the property of the 
United States. The forfeiture is to the United 
States. The United States, then, are to become 
the owners What are theytodo next? The bill 
says the same Secretaries shall proceed to relet it 
to other contractors. 

Now, let me put the case of a state of things 
which may naturally arise. We know something 
about the breaking down of contracts in the 
making of roads by private companies. We 
know very well, in the experience of roads made 
by private companies, that contractors are con- 
stantly failing to comply with their contracts, and 
then the companies whose roads are to be made 
often find themselves under the necessity of en- 
larging the price to be paid to the contractors, in 
order to sustain them, and enable them to carry 
on the work. You place the Government in that 
position. It is in vain for gentlemen to say this 
bill does not authorize that. I say, when the 
emergency arises, the necessity will be imposed 
on the Government either to abandon the work, 
and all the Government property that has been 
wasted on the work, or to take it on its own 
shoulders to carry it on, and to make direct appro- 
priations from the Treasury for the purpose of 
doing it. To this state of things we are to be 
brought in a Government which at one day it was 
supposed had no constitutional power to take hold 
of a subject of this sort in any form. 

Mr. President, we have had experience enough 
even in this Government to realize the fortunes 
of all who have gone before us. We know the 
result whenever a Government takes hold of a 
subject. As I heard it once strongly illustrated 
and expressed by an eminent statesman, if the 
Government touches a thing with its little finger, 
it is committed to it forever, and cannot shake it 
off, and cannot get rid of it. Then you are to 
commit this Government, and the whole property 
of this Government, and the whole property of 
the people, to make three railroads from the 
western States to the Pacific ocenn, in utter igno- 
rance, when you ordain it, whether itis practicable 


| to make them at all, or what it will cost to do it. 


| 


maximum of the transportation of the mails, and | 
the eet ae of the troops and munitions of | 
e 


That is the provision of this bill, which is to be 
passed here at the close of the session, without 
investigation, honorable gentlemen who are friends 
of the bill saying, that ‘to get through with it, 
we will not debate it, and will not meet any 
objections.” 

The honorable Senator from Maryland said, as 
I understood him, that we had not vet the inform- 
ation as to the practicability of making these roads 
furnished to the Senate in print. My recollection 
is that some two or three weeks since there was 
laid on my table a mass of documents which I 
sent to my lodgings, and which are there necessa- 
rily unopened at this moment, which would weigh, 
I believe, some ten or fifteen pounds, and which 
are said to be reports of engineers employed by 
the Government, under the authority of Congress, 
not for the purpose of locating ronds, but of 
making mere reconnoissances to see if it was prac- 
ticable to locate railroads at particular points. That 
information has come in and been printed at this 
session; but my word for it, there 13 not one Sen- 
ator in ten, or perhaps not one in twenty, who has 
been enabled to cut the leaves of the documents. I 
certainly have not. ‘“Phey are lying at my lodgings 
now in a mass uncut as they were broughtto me, 
from the impracticability of looking at them. 

There is another feature in this bill. 1 put it to 
honorable Senators, if these roads are made, whose 
property do they become? The property of the 
contractors who make them. Such is the provision 
of the bill. The contract is to employ men to 
make the road at the Government expense, who 
shall own the road when it is made. One provis- 
ion is that contractors shall make proposals, de- 
termining at what time the road, after they have 
had the use of it, shall be surrendered to the Uni- 
ted States. What authority have the United States 
to accept a surrender of these railroads? If — 
do accept the surrender, what are they to do wi 
them? Where is the power to make the immense 
organization that is necessary in detail for the 
practical working of those roads? The answer 
made to that objection in the bill, is that they are 
to be surrendered to the United States for the pur- 


|them out. Whatnext? The bill provides that || pose of handing them over to the States through 
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which they pass. How do you know the States 
will accept the surrender? 
Sir, we are in such utter ignorance of this whole | 
matier (hat no man can venture to foretell whether, | 
if a road were made, it would be practicable to | 
work it, We know very well thatthe experience | 
of the railroads in this country has shown that 
many of them, even on the great thoroughfares, | 
among dense populations, leading from important 





expenses. Let anybody look through the prices 
current which are reported daily inthe New York 
press, and see how their large roads there are 
weighed down under a load of debt, which the | 
financial ability of those engaged in them cannot | 
extricate them from, and there is very great doubt | 
whether it is practicable to carry on many of those 
roads at the cost at which they have been made. | 
Now, in utter ignorance of how this railroad project 
will succeed, the only provision to relieve the Uni- 
ted States from this incubus when the contractors | 
surrender it, is that they are to surrender it to the 
States, although it is impossible to know whether 
there will be States then to receive it, or if there | 
be, whether they will take it at all. 

Mr. President, | should be exceedingly reluct- 
ant to see the United States embarking in this 
scheme, but if itis to be done, I put it to the Sen- 
ate and to the country, whether itis right in ref- 
erence to the public fisc, to the property of the 
nation, that contracts which are to involve hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars shall be made, with- 
out the Government knowing what the contracts 
are when they are made; for power is given here 


} 
| 


to the three Secretaries named in the bill to make | 
contracts, without reference to any other branch | 
ave drawn up 


of the Government whatever. I 
an amendment which I intend to submit in lieu of 


the third section of the bill, to provide ‘that all 





proposals that may be received under the pro- | 
visions of the preceding section, shall be reported | 
by the said Secretaries to Congress, recommending | 
such, if any, which in their opinions should be | 
accepted.’’ I move to strike out the third section | 
and insert this provision as an amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. I apprehend the amendment 
is notin order now, We have already adopted 
a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. After a substitute has been 
adopted, of course no amendment to it is in order. 

Mr. WELLER. The amendment can be of- 
fered after the bill shall have been reported to the 
Senate, but certainly not now. 

Mr. MASON. Let the Chair decide the point. | 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment will be | 
in order after the bill shall be reported to the 
Senate. 


Mr. MASON. Ido not know the exact pos- 
ture of the bill. Is it now in Committee of the 
Whole? 


Mr. BUTLER. They have run us on so 
smoothly that we have no idea of where we are. | 
{Laughter. ] 

The PRESIDENT. The bill is now before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WELLER. Then the amendment is cer- 
tainly not in order. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly not now. 

Mr. WELLER. After the bill shall be reported 
to the Senate | presume it will be ia order. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the bill has not been re- 
ported to the Senate, it seems to me that the 
amendment is in order, 

Mr. WELLER. lis not in order, because a 
substitute has already been put in the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The original bill was before 
the Senate. A substitute was offered and per- 
fected, and then the substitute was adopted. 
Hence it is not in order to move an amendment 
to the substitute which has been adopted. It must 
be reported to the Senate, and the amendments 
made, as in Committee of the Whole, be acted 
on, and then it will be in order to move an amend- 


ment. 
If offered after the bi!l shall 





Mr. HUNTER. 
be reported to the Senate, it must be offered before 
the amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole, be concurred in; because if the Senate 
determine to put in the substitute, you cannot after- 
wards move to strike out any part of it. 

The PRESIDENT. The proper course will be 
to propose to amend the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. It is perfectly compe- 

















points to important points, are not paying their 
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ment. 

Mr. HUNTER. If that substitute is pending 
as an amendment to the original bill, my colleague 
may offer his proposition as an amendment to that 
amendment. 


| tent to concur in that amendment with an amend- 


ported to the Senate. 
reported. 

The PRESIDENT. 
be offered, the bill will be reported to the Senate. 


I trust it will now be 


the Whole, have had under consideration the bill 
for the construction of a railroad from the valley 
of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, and have 
agreed to an amendment in the nature of a substi- 
tute. The question is, will the Senate concur in 
this amendment, made as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. MASON. I now move my amerdment, 
to strike out the third section of the substitute, 
and insert the following: 


And be it further enacted, That all proprosals that may 
be received under the provisions of the preceding section 


|) shall be reporied by the said Secretaries to Congress recom- 


mending such, if any, which, in their opinion, should be 
accepted. 


Mr. CHASE. Two years ago, Mr. President, 
[ had the honor to submit a proposition to the 
Senate for the purpose of providing for surveys 
of the several routes to the Pacific ocean. That 
prerene proved acceptable to a majority here. 

t was also agreed to in the other Liouse, with an 
amendment striking out one clause, which I re- 
garded at the time, and now regard as of great 
importance. It provided for receiving propositions 
from companies or associations for the construc- 
tion of a railroad to the Pacific, upon such route 
as should seem to them the best; and that those 
propositions should be submitted to Congress at 
the next session, for its action, together with the 
reports of surveys which were contemplated b 
the act. Under the proposition which I submitted, 
the sum of $150,000 has been ex pended in obtaining 
information. Several routes have been explored, 
and a mass of documents, communicating in part 
the results of the explorations, has been recently 
laid upon our tables. I presume that the select 
committee, of which I have not the honor to be a 
member, has examined these reports. I, for one, 
have not had an opportunity to do so; but it is 
certainly clear that, after expending $150,000 for 
information, it does not seem to be exactly wise 
statesmanship to disregard that information alto- 
gether, and opiate without any reference to it. 
I must say, therefore, that, anxious as I am to 
provide for the construction of a road to the Pa- 
cific,and having done my part, I think, faithfully, 
heretofore, for the purpose of obtaining the inform- 
ation necessary to the present action of Congress 
upon it, | do not see how I can vote for this bill 
in its present shape. 

{ shall vote for the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia, because it contains the identical 
principle which I formerly proposed, which was 
adopted by the Senate, but was stricken out by 
the House; and because, instead of referring this 
whole great subject to the discretion of three offi- 
cers of the Government, it will reserve it for the 
control of Congress, where it legitimately resides, 
and from which it should never be taken. 

The Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] 
in the course of some very instructive observations 
—for he always speaks c!early and to the purpose— 
which he submitted when the bill was under con- 
sideration two or three days ago, took occasion to 
say, that he never expected to come before the 
Senate as an advocate for the proposition of this 
bill, three roads to the Pacific, to be constructed 
at once, and to be provided for alike. He told us 
then that such a project was not adapted to the 
physical circumstances of the country to be trav- 
ersed, or to the fiscal condition of the people who 
were to build the road. 

Certainly, I did not expect from him the speech 
which he has to-day made in support of this scheme, 
after the objections which he stated to it the other 
day; although I am bound in candor to say that he 
then declared his avi poy in case the bill now before 
us should be adopted as a substitute for the orig- 
inal bill for one road, he would go with its friends 
in its support. : 

But, sir, let me remind that Senator, and let me 
remind 


Mr. DOUGLAS. The bill must first be re- | 


If no further amendment 


(After a pause.) The Senate, asin Committee of 
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|| urged a few days ago, against the bill of m friend 
\ at Michigan, (Mr. Stvarr,] for the orace. 
|| ment of the harbors of the lakes. What did that 
|) bill propose? That the expenditure of $100,009 
| for Lake Erie, and proportionate amounts for the 
other lakes, should be confided to the discretion 
of the Secretary of War, to be exercised as we 
| knew it would beand must be, through the board 
of topographical engineers, from whom we receive 
the information upon which we base all our legis. 
lation on such subjects. The Senator from New 
| York, at that time, insisted that it was an enor. 
|| mous departure from the proper line of legislation, 
| to confine even that limited discretion to the Sec. 
retary of War,and such was his opposition to the 
_ bill, made upon no other ground, that its oppo. 
nents succeeded in sending it back to the Com. 
i mittee on Commerce, with instructions to report 
| specific appropriations for each particular improve. 
|ment. ‘Thus were much needed appropriations 
for objects of great importance, and close at home, 
put in jeopardy by the Senator’s jealousy of Exec. 
|| utive discretion. Now, what does the bill which 
| the Senator defends propose? To confide to three 
| officers of the Government the making of con- 
|| tracts for three great routes to the Pacific ocean, 
_ You propose to abdicate the whole power of Con. 
gress over this great and interesting subject to 
| three Executive officers of the Government. If 
| the one was wrong, how much more wrong is the 
| other? If the bill of the Senator from Michigan 
| was indefensible, how much more indefensible ig 
| the proposition contained in this bill ? 
| I do not wish, sir, to detain the Senate upon 
this question. [| am for one road to the Pacific 
| ocean; | am for one road, with a route and termi- 
| nations fixed by Congress; | am for taking time to 
examine the information already collected, and for 
collecting more, if neceseary. Then | am for build- 
ing the road with cash, and not with land. I want 
| no legislation which promises so much, and secures 
so little, 
In the mean time, if 1 had the control of this 
_ business, | would urge the making of a military 
| road, or a common post road to the Pacific. More 
than one such road might be opened, if circum- 
stances should indicate the propriety of doing so. 
| Along such routes the currents of emigration would 














the Senate, of the objections which he || 


naturally flow. At convenient points settlements 
could be established; and in due time the railroad 
| would necessarily follow. That, it seems to me, 
| would be practical, common sense legislation. It 
/ would give you a road at once for mail routes 
/ across the continent. It would secure emigration 
better than your new regiments. Jt would more 
| certainly secure a good railroad within three years 
' than will the provisions of this bill. But, sir, the 
‘responsibility of this measure rests chiefly upon 
‘others. I have only the voice of a single Senator 

upon this subject; and all I mean now to say is, 
that in voting for the proposition of the Senator 
| from Virginia, as I intend to do, I shall vote in 
' accordance with the line of action which I orig- 
_inally marked out for myself, and which I have 
| parsued from the commencement of the discus- 
| sions on this subject. 
| Mr. BELL. r. President, it was a common 
| understanding among the friends of this measure 
| that they would not debate it; but it seems to me 
| to be rather hard that they should continue to be 
_ bound by that understanding, and hear the ay 
objections, many of them, in ay. opinion, ill- 
| founded, which are urged, without being at liberty 
to state anything in answer to them. I do not 
| now propose to avail myself of the privilege ex- 
tended to me by awarding me the floor at this 
| time to discuss this bill; but I wish to correct a 
few of what I consider the misstatements of gen- 
| tlemen founded on a want of recollection in regard 
| to the manner in which this bill is now brought 
before the Senate. 

In the first place, it is said that it is hurried, that 
| gentlemen are taken by surprise, with no oppor- 

tunity to examine it, and that we do not know 
| enough on the subject to say whether the measure 
_is practicable or not. This question has been for 
at least three years before the consideration of the 
| public, and to some extent before the Senate and 
House of Representatives. Two years ago the 
_ whole matter was pretty well examined according 
to the lights we then had. We had a number of 
| reports of engineers who had been sent on explor- 
ing expeditions to the various passes supposed to 
be practicable at that moment; but they were not 
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considered to be sufficient, and Congress, at that | 
session, determined, on the motion of the Senator | 
from Ohio, that we should have still further ex- | 
lorations before we decided upon that subject. | 
Again, sir, even atthe last session, a year ago, 
there was considerable discussion on this subject, 


| 
if | do not disremember. In addition to that, you 
have had, during the most of the last session and } 
the whole of the present session, a special com- || 
mittee of gentlemen who take a deep interest in 
this subject, and who felt some responsibility in | 
the proper discharge of the duties which had been | 
assigned them, and who considered every ques- | 
tion, pertinent and proper to be considered, before || 
they would venture, or, perhaps, I may say dare, | 
to offer any proposition to the Senate. It seems | 
to me, therefore, that there is no surprise, but that || 
there has been full time. 
The other objection is, that we might have still | 
more information on the subject if we were to || 
delay action I have no doubt that if we were to | 
defer the measure till the next Congress, and then 
till the succeeding one, and so on, we should || 
finally get some further information. But, sir, | || 
shall not dwell on that, for 1 wish to call the atten- | 
tion of honorable Senators to what took place in || 
debate on this question two years ago, so as to || 
show the grounds on which the select committee || 
who reported this bill, thought this was probably || 
the only practicable measure by which we could | 
ever get Congress to sanction any railroad to the || 
Pacific. They thought this measure to receive || 
bids, and open competition for three roads, the 
only one which could be carried. We had a test || 
of that question to some extent two years ago, in || 
the debate to which I have already alluded. 
Mr. BUTLER. I wish to ask my friend a 
question, as | know he will answer it candidly. 
Has he examined the plats and surveys with such 
critical precision and accuracy as to say which 
route he would prefer, if it depended on his judg- |, 
ment? 





Mr. BELL. I have satisfied myself on the 1 
oint. 1 
Mr. BUTLER. I am a slower scholar; it | 


would take me at least a month to inform myself || 
on the maps which were submitted to us only | 
about a week ago. 

Mr. BELL. I do not desire to occupy the time 
of the Senate, because it is in consequence of the 
courtesy of gentlemen who feel a deep interest in 
other bills which are pressing on the attention of 
the body, that we have been permitted to take up || 
this bill at all; but I will say, in answer to the 

uestion propounded by the Senator from South 
Sardien. that the select committee thought it best 
to leave the selection of routes to those who were 
to build the roads. The committee gave full ex- 
amination to the question, what route was most 
practicable and advantageous, which could be con- 
structed with the greatest economy, which would 
be most useful practically; but they finally came 
to the conclusion that it would be better to refer || 
that whole subject to the capitalists who would || 
build the road, and who would have to calculate, } 
according to the provisions of the bill, upon ex- || 
pending at least $80,000,000 or $100,000,000 of || 
their money. We thought their judgment, as to the || 
probable results in passengers and freight on any } 
one route, would be the safest to rely upon. We | 
thought they would be much more sagacious, that | 
they would be apt to be more cautious, and would || 
arrive at a safer conclusion than any or all of the |) 
members of the Senate put together, on a question | 
of that sort; and when they arrived at the conclu- || 
sion that such or such a route was the most prac- || 








ticable, the most feasible for making a road of the || Virginia would facilitate Congress in coming to a 
solid nature which is proposed in the bill; the one || decision as to where the road should be. Sup- 


the most likely to be remunerative to themselves, 
and of the greatest advantage to the public; the 
one over which there would be the greatest amount 
of transportation of troops and munitions of war, 
both in the military and naval service; and the 
one which would be most amply supported by 
way travelers and freight, when they had done 
that, they would be most likely to select the route 
which would be most generally useful and advan- 
tageous for all sections of the Union. We trans- 
fer the tribunal from ourselves, and commit it, by 
the proposition contained in the bill, to those who 
have a deeper interest in the matter, if possible, 
than we have. 

But, sir, with regard to one route—there is no 
one that would combine a majority of voices here 


| they will not give their concurrence to the one 


|| equally impossible next year, or the year after 


|| which we could get a proposition to pass through 
‘| both Houses for one road, to leave the Executive 
|| to determine where the eastern terminus should be | 
| placed, the honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. | 


| an interest in the question as he does now—to 


| port to any railroad, the eastern terminus of which 


|| between the valley of the Mississippi, or the old 


| what he calls a military road for communication | 
|| States on the Atlantic, and the Pacific, it will be 


| the States on the Pacific. 
| would be a probability then that his own particu- 


| to have an equal chance, and have itnow. As to 
| Union, in the territory of which it is now com- 


| posed, shall be finally concentrated, no man can 
|| doubt, and how long it may be before those 
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if it was as clear as sunlight that it was practi- 
cable and feasible; because it cannot be contended | 
for a moment but that there are several routes that | 
are practicable and feasible, if you apply sufficient | 
means for the construction of the road. Though | 
it might be as clear, | say, as day, that such a 
route was the most practicable, and would meet | 
the wants of the largest portion of the people of 
the United States, of all sections, north, middle, | 
and south, it could not combine a majority of this | 
body or of the other House. Do you ask why? | 
Because such is human nature; such is the nature 
of our representative system. As long as there 
is another route that is more in conformity with 


section—a route North or a route South which is 
equally as good as, or approximates to, the other— 


route. We have had sufficient evidence to satisfy 
us—at least I had, as one of the committee—that 
every year that we propose to postpone the sub- 


| ject, the greater will be the difficulty in getting any 


road authorized. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to ask the Senator 
whether he thinks there will be three roads? 

Mr. BELL. Ido not. 

Mr. BUTLER. You do not think there will 
be more than one? 

Mr. BELL. Not in our day; we concluded 
that unless we proposed the three routes, and gave | 
the chances to the different sections, no bill could 
pass; and if we could not do it now, it would be 


that. I want to illustrate it by a single example. 
When we had a long debate on this subject two 
years ago, and we attempted a compromise, by 


Cuase] was appealed to by myself—for he took 


sustain it, and after considering it, he rejected the 
proposition, and said he never would give his sup- 


was south of Missouri. That honorable Senator 
will not deny it now. He thinks that five years, 
or ten years hence, when we have substituted | 


time enough to determine where this great railroad || 
shall be communicating between the Atlantic and 
No doubt, sir, there | 


lar views would be more certainly carried out, but 
those views do not suit me; andI think we ought 


| 
where the great mass of the population of this 
| 


objects are accomplished, we do not know. Ido 
not know what the honorable Senator’s views or || 
motives are now; but, I say, his course does not | 
suit me upon that subject. I know there are | 
those who will never agree to any road south, or | 
to any road which does not exactly tally with their | 
views of what the future prospects of the country | 
require. There are not many such in Congress, | | 
admit. They are not numerous. A great many 
entlemen from the North are liberal and catholic 
in their views on this subject, and they are willing | 
to give equal chances to all. ‘ 
For these reasons, Mr. President, I do not think 
that the proposition of the honorable Senator from 





| 


pose his ameridment should be adopted, and it 
were referred to the Secretaries to report the bids, 
and they should be reported to Congress, and then 
Congress should attempt to decide which would 
be most advantageous to the Government; and 
suppose the advantages greatly preponderated in 
favor of one route over the others, would Congress 
agree to it? He shows little experience in public 
affairs upon questions involving great sectional 
and | interests, who says it would be done. 
[ am not speaking of any general sectional ques- 
tion, north or south, but of all sections, northern, 
southern, and middle. You could not get a con- 
currence of the majority, though the advantages 
of one route should preponderate greatly over the 
other. That was the reason why the committee 
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were not disposed to have the question come be- 
fore Congress again. They kuew that it would 
be fatal to the scheme. 

Mr. MASON. Do I understand the Senator to 
say, that as it is perfectly certain in his judgment 
that Congress never could determine upon the 
route, therefore it is wise to delegate the power to 
the Secretaries of the Navy, and War, and to the 
Postmaster General ? 

Mr. BELL. Under the restriction provided in 
the bill | do say so most confidently. Well, we 
do not select the road. It is the capitalists who 
select, and each section which concurs in the pas- 








| sage of this bill runs the risk of the sagacity and 
| the wishes and supposed advantages of another | 


ability of the bidders who propose to construct the 
road. If I failin getting the road where | desire 
it, | must submit, because I think we ought to 
have a road somewhere. If it is the extreme 
northern road, and if we are to have nothing but 
the northern road, let us have the advantage of it. 
If it is to be the middle route, then, I say, let it be 
the middle route. Bat, | repeat, Congress will 
never concur in one road, and that in the nature 
of things, because the local interests of the whole 
frontier, from the Rio Grande to the lakes, are 
great; and they will necessarily have a bias on the 
judgment of the Representatives. 

I shall not detain the Senate, but I want to state 
one or two facts in reply to what has been said on 
the other side. The Senator from Maryland says 
this is a most reckless proposition on the part of 
the Government, to undertake, or give encourage- 
ment to, the construction of three great roads. 
W hat does the Government propose to give? In 
what is this charge of recklessness, as to the prop- 
osition before the Senate, founded? How is it in 
regard to the public property? ‘That was the 
language used by the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia. Itis indeed proposed to give twelve sec- 
tions of land in the mile, in a Territory which the 
honorable Senator from Maryland describes as a 
barren, sterile, waste. We propose to give that 
amount of land, but not one cent does the Gov- 


| ernment propose to give beyond that, unless for a 
| fair consideration received in return, either at the 


beginning or end. But gentlemen are so sensitive 
and jealous about it that they think the Govern- 
ment will have to do all the work at last. We 
propose to take $500,000 as a deposit for the ac- 
complishment of some part of the work by either 
class of contractors on either one of these ronds. 
We hold out no pledge or inducement to give one 

. except the $300 a mile for 
carrying a mail daily—only one third of what we 
give now for carrying it semi-monthly, or monthly 
perhaps, I do not know which. Then, if it goes 
one hundred miles into the interior, and we give 
that sum upon that distance, it amounts to $30,000 
for that one hundred miles. Then we are that 
much nearer the bay of San Francisco, from which 
we can extend the military road which the Senator 
from Ohio speaks of. Not one cent beyond that 
As to munitions of war, we only 
agree to give the rate of what is now the aggre- 
gate cost of transportation, even if the three roads 
should be made. 

Now, sir, where is the recklessness with which 
we are liable to be justly chargeable in making 
such a proposition as that? As for the public 
property, I put it to the honorable Senator from 

bes how much of that public property—the 
ic lands, the twelve sections in the mile—will 
ever enure to the benefit of the United States’ 
_ Treasury, running through a territory of sterility, 
/as we are told by the Danses from Maryland 
they do, and through mountain passes, which 
some gentlemen say are impracticable anyhow. 
| They do not suppose they would ever, be of any 
| advantage to the United States. 
But, sir, this bill falls far short of what I should 
| be willing to give to encourage the competition of 
bidders forthe road. I should be willing to give 
| them the credit of this Government for $20,000,000 
i It would be econ- 


in addition to the public lands. 
omy in the Government to do so. 
1 just wanted to say a few words in answer to 
| this charge. I do not wish to stand here with 
my mouth closed and hear this denounced as a 
most extravagant and reckless demand upon the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. WELLS. I have been listening to this 
debate with the view of forming a correct judg- 
ment in relation to the measure now pending. It 
is well known to you, sir, that 1 have not~been 
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here to examine this question; and my vote must|| Mr. EVANS. I have no doubt of it. A mem- | 
depend, so far as information is concerned, upon || ber of the committee proposed to build this road | 
that which is obtained in debate. But, in listen- |, by creating stock to the amount of $75,000,000, 
ing to the arguments of the friends of the meas- | giving them $25,000,000, and taking their bonds 
ure, | have been not a little surprised. ‘Take the | for the other $50,000,000. There is no doubt but 
honorable Senator who has just resumed his seat, | that it will come to that. If it does come to that, | 
ond compare his speech with that of the honor- || if the Government is to be saddled with all this 
able Senator from New York, (Mr. Sewarp,] and || expense, then the question is, whether the thing is | 
how does it strike us? Then compare the decla- || practicable, and whether, after the expenditure of | 
rations of thore two Senators with that of the | all the money, we are to derive any benefit from 
honorable Senator from Virginia, and it brings to || it whatever? 
my mind a fatal objection to voung for the meas- || It has not been long since these reports from 
ure. | the engineers were printed. The largest one is 
The Senator who has just taken his seat says || that by Governor Stevens. It was too long for 
that all they ask of the Government is merely to || me to read through, and, therefore, I oniy opened 
pledge lands to a certain extent, of little or no | it in some places, and made extracts from it. 
velie; and eo it is by the terms of the bill which At page 256, under the date of October 20, and | 
1 have hastily read. ‘They ask not for money | the Ist of November, he says the distance from 
from the public Treasury; but they ask the Gov- | the summit to Fort Benton is estimated at one 
ernment to pledge the domain to a certain extent | hundred and thirty-six miles, and the week spent 
on each side of the road, to enablethem to pursue || in accomplishing this distance, was a time of 
this project; and all the funds, all the money that | excessive cold; and in another part he says, that | 
ia asked, is the amount that is to be paid for the | the snow, before the Ist of November—betore the 
transportation of the mails. If that be so, | ask 
why the honorable Senator from New York urged 
upon us to pass the measure now, because we 
shall never be so rich again? Why was that 
argument presented to me and to others as a con- 
sideration which should induce us to vote for the 
bill? What consequence is it, if we have only to | 


ist of November, mark you—fell on the prairies | 
a depth of five inches. In another part of the | 
report, at page 404, under date of October 24, he || 
says: 

** Snow fell on the night of the 23d and the morning of | 
the 24th of October. ‘The Indians, who resort to this place 
for berries, informed me that the weather was usually such 


! d thi | as we found it. From the same source I gathered the 
give this land, these mountain passes, and this || information that the snow falls there as early as November 


worthless tract of country? Why, then, ask us | 1, and during the winier of sufficient depth to cover the 
to do it because now the Treasury is full, and it |, ees-” 
never will be so full again? It convinces me, sir, | I infer, from that, that over such a route a rail- 
by the argument they themselves make, that it || road is impracticable. 
has come precisely to what the honorable Senator | I understand that the city of St. Louis is between 
from Virginia asserted—put your hands once in, | seven hundred and eight hundred feet above the || 
and you will be forever in the matter. It is as 
my friend from South Carolina, in his proper, per- 


level of the sea, and that the river is often frozen | 
over in the winter for a month at a time, so that | 
tinent, and accurate language, styled it—a plunge | wagons can pass over it. Well, sir, the pass | 
in the dark. | through the mountains over which this road 1s to 
It is so in my judgment, and what does it come | go is between five thousand and six thousand feet 
to? If you once pass this measure you take the || above the level of the sea; and what is the differ- 
incipient step, rat as it has been said, when the | ence of termperature between an elevation of seven || 
Government’s finger is once in, it must go the | hundred or eight hundred feet and almost as many 
entire length. We, then, should have to go on thousands. We all know that the difference of | 
as a Government, and sustain, and create, and | temperature on account of elevation is equal to 
make the thing perfect. Thus yeu would do | one degree for every three hundred feet; and, 
what is radicaiiy objectionable in every view, and || therefore, even if it were in the same latitude as 
that is for the Government to advance its funds | St. Louis, an elevation of six thousand feet would 
to make thisimmense work. It is a work greater || bring this not very far from the region of perpetual 
than has ever been contemplated, certainly in the || snow. 1 take it for granted then, that that route 
days of any man in the Senate. My ideais, that is impracticable according to any information 
it is all premature, even though it wasto bemade; which we have acquired. That is the first route. 
for | do not believe that, if omnipotent power , As to the second route, the survey was made by 
were this hour to create it, the business upon the | Captain Gunnison. That commenced at Fort 
road could keep it clear from the snows of winter. | Leavenworth, in a latitude of between 380 and 399. 
it is of immense length; and look at the shorter | 1 need not say here that three things are essential | 
roads of the country, and I say the declaration of | toa railroad. The first is that the elevation shall 
the Senator from Delaware will be sustained by | be such that steam power can overcome it; the 
the facts. The thing is impracticable. I shall || second is that thereshall be wood; and the third is 
not take up the time of the Senate in going | that there shall be water. 1 had marked some | 
through with the various objections to the meas- | extracts to read from this report. There is one | 
ure. Hundreds of things could be urged as an | part of it, to which I cannot immediately make | 
objection to it; but when it comes to the great | reference, in which it is stated that wood will be 
constitational objection stated by the Senator || found in sufficient abundance in the valley of one 
from Virginia, I go with him and vote against the || of the rivers, provided it were applied exclusively 
measure. || to that purpose; but that the settlers in that region 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the || would have no wood if it was used for the pur- 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia. || poses of the railroad. Captain Gunnison was 
Mr. MASON cailéd for the yeas and nays, and || sent to survey three passes. Speaking of one of | 
they were ordered. | them, he says it will be entirely impracticable for | 
Mr. EVANS. I have looked somewhat into | a railroad, the grade to the west being for the first 
this matter, and [ have read what, perhaps, other || mile and a quarter, at the foot of a ravine, two 
gentlemen have notread. I have readallthereports || hundred and ninety-eight feet to the mile, four 
except one. The result of my examination from || hundred and ninety feet to the mile for the succeed- 
reading the reports of the explorations is, that two || ing seven tenths, and five hundred and forty-four 
out of the four routes that have been explored, | feetto the mile for the last three fourths of a mile. 
are utterly impracticable. One other is practi- || That is one pass. Then,of Gunnison’s Pass, he 
cable, but at a cost of $200,000,000. If it were || says: 
really the fact that this were to be left to private “ They give grades of 185.5 feet per mile for four miles, 
enterprise, that the Government were only willing || agape | — awed ae aennee Rpow ans 
to give what — offer in the bill by way ofinduce- || nite for three fourtbs of amile to the summit. Descending 
ment, then, perhaps, it would not be a matter of | 








| 


| 
| 


| 





f || to the west, the difference of level is 56 feet per mile for 
any great consequence; but we all know that if 


six miles, then 68 feet to the mile for three miles to the 
this thing ig attempted, it will be regarded, as || center of Homan’s park, from which a road can be carried 
gentlemen say, as agreat enterprise; and I have | 


in any direction across the San Luis valley.”’ 
not the slightest doubt but that men will be found |) Then comes another pass, which was referred 
to undertake it as a matter of speculation. And | to by some gentleman who has spoken—the 
what says the Senator from Tennessee? That he | Coochetopa Pass. Here is what he says: 


is willing now to lend the credit of this Govern- | “ But, in the construction of a railroad, it will be neces- 
ment for $20,000,000 ! | sary to carry it on the side of the ravine considerably above 


| 





. a || the stream, giving an elevation of at least 200 feet at the 
Mr. BELL. Yes; and I voted for it in com- | fifteen mile station referred to; which, from the formation 
mittee, of the hills, niust be done apon the last few milled below that 
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|| could be obtained. 


|| to San Francisco. 


called the Texas route. 
| been made, one by Pope and the other by Lieu- 
, tenant Parke, extend from Fort Preston, I think it 


| in the east and northeast of the town. 


| Mimbres, the pine also exists. 
, destitute of trees of any description, and the mountains 
| have ageneral appearance of sterility and ruggedness, yield- 
| ing in the concealed nooks and valleys a meager cedar and 
| dwarfish evergreen oak.’ 


February 19, 


point, the elevation of which is 8,960 feet above the se, 
while the summit of the pass, 3.83 miles distant, is 10 g:5 
feet, which will require for its passage a grade of 124 feet 
per mile for the 3.83 miles, and a tunnel entering the moun. 
tain from the east three fourths of a mile below the sun, 
mit, diminishing the elevation to be overcome by 400 jee; 
and terminating to the west with a deep approach nea} 
our camp of September 2d, 1.33 miles below the summj; 
the length of the tunnel, including the approach, being tw, 


| miles.” 


Mr. President, I think it very evident from this 


that the passes over the Rocky mountains, sur. 
| veyed by Captain Gunnison, are utter] 
| ticable. 


imprac. 
He went no further than the teat Val. 
ley; and all the reports which I have seen repre. 


| sent the Sierra Nevadaas utterly impassable. Tha: 
|| is another route. 


In relation to the route which is usually called 
the Memphis route, and which I suppose the Sen. 
ator from Tennessee would prefer, and which was 


| surveyed by Captain Pope, I have only these re. 


marks to make: so far as the grades are concerned, 
it is erento so far as wood and water 
are concerned, it is doubtful, though perhaps they 
Therefore, without going 
minutely into it, | beg leave to state merely this: 
that at the end of the survey he says that the dis. 
tance is one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
nine miles from Fort Smith to San Pedro, which 


|| is five hundred or six hundred miles short of San 
| Francisco. 


The distance is one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-nine miles. He seems to have 


|| gone very minutely into the calculation; and, es- 
‘| timating the dost of theroad at $89,000 a mile, 


which is much less than some roads are being con- 


| structed for, from Fort Smith to San Francisco 
|| the cost would be $166,230,000. After having 
|| obtained that, the great object is to carry this road 


You have five hundred miles 


| of road to add to that, which will cost at least 


$40,000,000 more, and this will make the total cost 


|| not a dollar under 200,000,000. 


Mr. GWIN. ill the Senator permit me to 


| ask him whether San Pedro is not directly on the 


Pacific ocean? 
Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir; but I never under- 


| stood from the Senator from California that it was 


designed that the road should stop anywhere short 
of San Francisco. 

The next route explored is what is usually 
The surveys which have 


is, on the Red river, crossing the Rio Grande, and 
from that going to the junction of the Gila and the 
Colorado. That part of the road which lies be- 
tween the mouth of the Gila and the Mesilla 
valley was surveyed by Lieutenant Parke, and I 
beg to call attention to whathesays. Ishould say 
here that I believe, according to the accounts 
which have been given, so far as the grades are 


| concerned, it is practicable, as the Rane grade is 
only about eighty feet to the mile, w 


ich, | under- 
stand, is a practicable grade. After deciding 
whether the grade is practicable, the next question 
is whether wood and water can be had. e says: 


‘The supply of timber along the route is very limited. 
Cottonwood, the only growth of size sufficient to answer 
the purposes of sills, is found in but four localities : on the 
Gila, at Tuczon, on the Mimbres, and Rio Bravo. Water 
being so very essential to the very existence of thiz tree, ir 
only grows on the banks of streams, and disappears with 
the sinking of the waters, as is the case at Tuczon and Rio 
Mimbres. At Toczon I was informed that a variety of the 
pine is found in the cafiadas of Sierra de Santa Catarina, 
In the mountains, 
about fifteen or twenty miles north of the crossing of the 
But the plains are entirely 


So much for the wood. Now for the water;, 


“ There is a great scarcity of water along the line, there 
being but nine localities where the supply could be said to 
be permanent. 

“* Whether water can be obtained on these plains by dig- 


| ging within reasonable limits is a question to be solved in 
| every case by experiment, owing to the geological swucture 
| of the country. This experiment I consider worthy of 
| attention, not only on account of its great and all-import- 
| ant bearing upon the question of locating a line of raiiroad 


over this country, where are intervals of fifty or seventy 
miles between nent waters, but also, if successful, 
on account of the relief rendered the various parties cross- 
ing during the dry season, whose sole and great anxie 
now is,.when entering upon these jornadas, to get their 
animals through to the next water.’? : 


If water is to be supplied, it must be by sinking 
artesian wells in a region where one was never 
sunk before, for all this region of country is vol- 
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canic, and in no instance has water been found in poses to furnish that link by authorizing three | 


an artesian well in a volcanic region. Aji that 
jave been dug were either in the crustaceous or 
tertian formation. You come then to that region 
of country which lies between the Rio Grande and 
Fort Preston, above the Red river. I concede 
that the grades are such as may be overcome. The 
great difficulty that arises is from the want of 
wood and water. There is a region of country 
the like of which is not, perhaps, found elsewhere 
in the world. It is what is called the Staked 
Plain, or, as the Spaniards term it, the Llano Es- 
tacado. This, in its greatest width, is one hun- 
dred and seventy-five miles, and in its smallest 
width, one hundred and thirty miles. That whole 
region passing over the plain is utterly destitute 
of wood and water, and is as perfectly barren as 
the desert of Sahara. This railroad has to pass 
through it. There is no getting around it, because 
this region of country extends from the 30th° to 
the 35th© of north latitude. There is no getting 
around it; you have to go through it. 

How could we find a supply of water there? 
It must be by artesian wells. No artesian well, | 
in such a region, has ever been dug. It is true | 
that Pope supposes water might be obtained at a 
depth of from sixty to one hundred and twenty 
feet. He supposes it might be obtained; but no 
one knows it. It never has been ebtained. The 
examination has never been made, and every one 
who has looked into the subject knows perfectly 
well that you cannot tell, by any external indica- 
tion, whether water can be obtained by an artesian 
well at all or not. [ understand that, in the city 
of St. Louis, a well has been sunk to a depth of || 
two thousand four hundred feet, and no water has 
been obtained. In Alabama it is usually obtained 
ata ye of from six hundred to seven hundred | 
feet. ‘The great artesian well near Parisis one thou- 
sand eight hundred feet deep; so that there can be 
no certainty until the experiment has been made || 
whether water can be obtained or not. I therefore | 
conclude, Mr. President, that we have no inform- | 
ation yet which will enable us to determine || 
whether this is practicable or not; and I repeat | 
again, that, if I weepee this was to be done by | 
private enterprise, | would put no difficulties in || 
the way. If men ave fools enough to embark || 
their money in an unprofitable or an impracticable || 
enterprise, it is their own folly, but who doesnot || 
know, who has been in the Senate any length of it 
time, (I have been here only two years, and I \ 
have found it out,) that any pretext is sufficient to 
bring a man here to ask that the country, with an | 
overflowing Treasury, to reward him for his pa- | 
triotic enterprise? These people will come and || 
tell you, when the service has turned out to bea | 
failure, that they entered into the contract at the 
instance of the Government; that they did it with 
the most honorable and patriotic motives; and, 
sir, Senators in abundance will be found to say | 
that, under the circumstances, they ought not to | 
lose, but let the Government, with an overflowing || 
Treasury, be the loser. | 

Mr. TOUCEY. I am hardly willing, after the | 
part which I took on a former occasion in refer- 
ence to the construction of the Pacific railroad, to | 
give a mere silent vote on this bill. It is yet not | 
my intention to discuss its merits; but I do pur- | 
pose to state the position which | shall occupy in | 
regard to it. I think I am justified in assuming || 
that position. I regard the construction of the | 
Pacific railroad—a railroad connecting the Atlantic | 
and the Pacific—as an object of such paramount || 
importance as to justify the exercise of the con- || 
stitutional powers of this Government. There is | 
only one indispensable requisite which I would 
insist upon beside that of keeping within the strict | 
powers of this Government. It is that the com- | 


1} 
1] 


| nent to the various points on the Pacific. 





munication should be entirely within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States; and I may as well here | 
acknowledge that, without a minute investigation, || 
my impression is in favor of the feasibility of a | 
road through that territory which we have ac- 

quired by the recent treaty commonly called the | 
Gadsden treaty. Whether my impressions are | 
right or wrong 1am unable to say. It matters | 
nothing to me whether the road is to pass through | 
the southern or the northern portion of the coun- | 
try. The Atlantic States are so connected by the | 
innumerable railroads which are already in exist- || 
ence, that [ regard them as a unit, What I want | 
is a connecting link between these roads and the 
Pacific ocean. If { comprehend this bill, it pro-| 





distinct routes; but it leaves to capital to select 
which is the most practicable route instead of ar- 
bitrarily determining it by a vote of Congress. It 


_ leaves it to capital to say where the investment 


can be most productive—where it will most effect- 
ually accommodate the public interest; and I have 
the impression, from all experience, that it is the 


| owners of the capital who will most surely select 


the most eligible route. 
Many arguments have been adduced here to-day 


| which, it seems to me, are not applicable to any 
| proposition contained in the bill. 


n If 1 understand 
its propositions, they are only three. The first is 
that this Government shall set apart fora distance 


of twelve miles on each side of each route, thealtern- 
| ate sections of land. I ask of what value are they 


in a waste wilderness? They now have no value, 
or at all events, a mere nominal value. The value 
that will be communicated to them will be by the 
road which is constructed through them; and am 


| I not willing to give one half of the sections within 
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But itis said that there will be three routes. 
| Mr. President, I believe that the form of this bill 
is calculated to call for a contract from capitalists 
for the best of the routes, with that instinctive 
certainty with which capital will always seek the 
best enterprise, when different propositions are 
submitted to them upon different terms; and when 
they have selected one, does any one suppose that 
a second route will be constructed? It is under 
the control of Congress. You can repeal the prop- 
osition at any time before the contract has been 
formed. 

In short, I regard the form of this bill as the 


only one in which it can be submitted to the pub- 


lic, whether private enterprise will construct the 
road. If it is not constructed by private enter- 
prise, how can it be constructed ? Ean it be con- 
structed by this Government? I deny it, sir. I 


| deny the power of this Government to construct 


that distance, that will thus be designated, for the | 


advantages which will result from the construc- 
tion of this great work? Sir, | am willing to do 
it; and I consider that the Government, and the 
country, will be immensely the gainers by any 
such giftas that. If by it, sir, individual enter- 
prise can construct this great work from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, it will accomplish an object 


| which, in the future—I do not mean in the distant 
| future, but in the immediate future—will be of 
immense importance, not only to the Government | 


but to the people of the whole country. What 
else do we do according to the proposition con- 
tained in this bill? I will tell you what we do. 
We agree to contract for a period of fifteen years, 
to carry the public mails across the road at a rate, 
not exceeding $300 a mile. That is but a small 
fraction of what we pay now by the various routes, 
through the Gulf of Mexico and across the conti- 
If you 
enter into this contract it will be an economical 
one. I am willing to do that. 

We propose to do one thing more; and that is 
to transport the public stores—the naval and mili- 
tary stores—at a rate not exceeding the average 
now paid, if I rightly comprehend the terms of the 
bill. Am I not willing to do that? How do we 
lose anything by it? Is the Government a suf- 
ferer by that? When I have said this, I have 
mentioned every obligation which isto be assumed 
by the Government under the provisions of the bill; 
namely, to give the alternate sections, to enter into 
a contract for the carrying of the mail, and to enter 
into a contract for the transportation of military 
and naval stores. 
Government will be a sufferer by a contract of that 
kind? I have not heard, in the debate, from any 
Senator who has participated in it, any objection 


on the score of economy, to either of these con- | 


tracts. Are they unreasonable? Noone advances 
the idea that they are. Do you implicate the 
Government for too long a time—fifteen years? 
No one advances any such proposition as that. 
Well, why shall we not be willing to do this for 
the purpose of accomplishing this great enterprise. 

But, sir, there seemsto be a supposition that 
we are to enter into some obligations besides those 
which I have enumerated. [ desire Senators to 
lay their finger on any part of the bill which 
involves this Government in any obligation what- 
ever. Does it interfere with the legislation of the 
States, either present or prospective? Does it 
abridge the legislative powers of the States? Not 
an iota. Does it even come into conflict with the 
legislative power of the Territories to make reg- 
ulations, to pass laws? I find no such conflict in 
this bill. [ find nothing in it that does not leave 
the legislative power of the State and thelegisla- 
tive power of the Territories untouched, una- 
bridged, unrestricted for all purposes of police, and 
for all purposes of beneficial regulations. é 

Why, then, am I called upon to vote against 
the bill? Is it because Congress cannot decide 
which is the best road? Sir, [ know not how it is 
here, [ hope we are never to be called upon to 
enact a charter for a railroad; but, in a State Legis- 
lature when they are called upon to do that pub- 
lic service, they prescribe the termini and leave it 
to those who advance the money to indicate the 
route, subject to control. What can we do better 
than that?) What can we do better than to leave 
it to capital to select the route? 


and carry on such a road as that for commercial 
purposes; but [I admit the power to make these 
grants which we make in other lesa importan 

cases, to make them in a case of the utmost im- 
portance; for 1 undertake to say, sir, that if you 
have reference to the future; if you have reference 
as well to a time of war as to a time of peace; if 
you have reference to naval and military opera- 


| tions upon the Pacific coast and upon the Atlantic 


| In Opposition to these views. 


coast, there is no work which can be presented to 
Congress of as vast importance as that which is 
embraced in the one which will secure an internal 
and communication between the oceans. 

These are my deliberate views; and I cannot, 
however I may differ from any of my friends, act 
I think they are 
the true views which should govern us in a ques- 
tion of this kind, and which certainly will govern 


| me. But it is said the proposition is a magnifi- 


centone. Well, sir, the territory of this country 
ig magnificent. The progress of this Government 


|is magnificent. You can hardly propose anything 
| with reference to the future, and applicable to this 
| country, if it ecomprehends the whole country, 


| 
} 


which is not necessarily magnificent. As long as 
this Government is not implicated beyond enter- 


| ing into a simple contract; as long as you charter 


Will any one tell me that the | 


no COMPARE no incorporated company; as long 
as you leave the reserved rights of the States un- 
touched; as long as the people of the Territories 
are left in the full enjoyment of the right and 
power which they have, or ought to have, [ find 
no objection to a contract of the kind proposed in 
| the bill. I, therefore, in accordance with these 
| views, must give my vote in favor of its passage. 
Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Delaware 
| {Mr. Bayarp] proposes to say a few words to 
the Senate on this bill. I desire now, as it is very 
important to have an Executive session, to move 
| to postpone the further consideration of the bill, 
for the purpose of proceeeding to the consideration 
| of Executive business. 
Mr. GWIN. The friends of the bill have to- 
| day scarcely participated in the discussion with 
the anticipation that those who were opposed to 
| it would let us have a vote before we adjourn. 
That is all we ask. If we can pass the bill, we 
wish to do it. Wedesire to settle the question 
to-day. 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
| Ohio insist on his motion ? 
Mr. GWILN. I hope not. 


| 


I hope the Senator 


'| will give us an opportunity to vote. 


i 


| Mr. CHASE. If the vote is to be taken at 
once I will not object,though Il am anxious to 
have an Executive session. But I wish, before the 
vote is taken, to say a few words in response toa 
remark which fell from the Senator from Tennes- 
see. He stated that on a former occasion I had 
declared my determination to vote for no route 
south of the Missouri river. 
| Mr. BELL. I meant the State of Missouri. 
| Mr. CHASE. The Senator certainly labors 
/ under a misapprehension in regard to that. I 
| have always said I would vote for any route 
| which should commend itself to the consideration 
| of Congress as a proper route; and I said, in some 
remarks which I submitted some sessions ago, that, 
in my judgment, one of the most important routes 
eae’ ultimately be found to be the route from 
| Matagorda to San Diego. I have, therefore, never 
| committed myself to any sectional view upon this 
| question whatever; and I wish to say now, end 
| say it briefly, Mr. President, that if a route from 
Matagorda to San Diego should be brought before 
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the Senate, or a company should present itself, 
offering to construct a road upon the ordinary 
terms upon which we grant aid to railroads, [ 
should vote just such aid and just as cheerfully as 
1 would forany otherroute. Ifdouble the amount 
was required, so important do I consider it, that 
I would vote double the amount. But I do not 
consider this bill, as I have said, as founded on 
right principles. I think the true course is to re- 
ceive the propositions from the companies, and 
that Congresa shall determine upon what terms 
proper aid shall be efforded. 

Mr. BELL. I merely desire to say, that 1 prob- 
ably misunderstood the language of the honorable 
Senator upon the occasion referred to, when there 
was @ proposition to compromise, so as to enable 
the Senate to pass the bill which was under dis- 
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cussion two years ago, by referring it to the Ex. | 


ecutive to get the information, and select the eastern | 


termiaus. Some gentlemen were unwilling to 
accede to that, because they thought it ought to be 
within certain parallels of latitude. A proposition 
was submitted for that purpose, and the honorable 
Senator was appealed to to say whether he would 
not modify his proposition, so as to take the road 
as far south, | think, as Memphis or Vicksburg; 
and he, after consideration, | think, not only on 
the floor of the Senate, but after a night’s deliber- 


ation, came in the next day, and said he would | 
not agree to any compromise of that kind, to bring | 
point south of Mis- | 


the southern terminus to an 
souri. But now | exonerate him, because he stated 
to me privately, as well as on the floor of the Sen- 
ate, that I have been mistaken. I am very happy 
to eee that [ was mistaken in my inference. I sup- 
posed he would not vote for any road with the 
terminus south of Missouri. 


| 


'| poses. I make the motion in order that the bill || 


may be the unfinished business of to-day. 

Mr. STUART. 
does not intend to press the consideration of the 
bill to-day. His only desire is to take it up, and 
then to let us proceed to the consideration of Exec- 
utive business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I simply desire to 
have it the unfinished business, so that it will 
come up to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CHASE. I now move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until one o’clock 
to-morrow, and make it the special order for that 
time. I make this motion in order that we may 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message was received from the House of 


I understand that the Senator | 


February 19, 


paid to James T. Miller and another, as directed 
by the Senate amendment to the treaty with the 
Miami Indians, of August, 1854. 

On motion by Mr. CLINGMAN, the commy. 
nication and accompanying document were or. 





| dered to be printed and referred to the Committee 
| on Indian Affairs. 


Ht 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

Senate bill (No. 577) authorizing the issue of a 


register to the Russian-built ship Aina. 


| 


| 
\} 


|| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, | 





Mr.CHASE. I only declined to modify under | 


the circumstances which existed at that time; but 
as to the general proposition, the Senator certainly 
misapprehended me. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, on 
Mr. Mason’s amendment, resulted—yeas 21, 
nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Bayard, 
Brown, Butler, Chase, Clry, Clayton, Dawson, Evans, 


Brainerd, 


Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Sum- | 


ner, Thompson of Kentucky, Wells, and Wilson—2l. 


NAYS—Meessrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Dodge of Wis- | 


consin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, 
Gwin, Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Morton, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastain, Seward, Shields, Sli- 
dell, Swart, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and Weller—26. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. STUART. 


| 
1} 
| 


I desire to offer anamendment | 


to the ninth section to carry out the present pro- | 


visions. li is, after the word * California ’’ to 
insert ‘‘ nor in any other States through which it 
may run,”’ so ag to require the assent of any State 
that may be formed hereafter. The clause will 
then read: 


And no road shall be made in pursuance of this act in 
the State of California, nor in any other State through 
which it may run, without the authority of the Legislature 
of that State, and then ooly by virtue of the authority of 
such State. 


Mr. DOUGLAS and Mr. GWIN. That is 
right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, and was read the third time. On the 
question ‘Shall the bill pass?”” Mr. Hunter 


called for the yeas and mays, and they were || 3144 referred to the Committee on Finance, 


ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 
21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, 
Hamlin, James, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Morton, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Slidell, 
Start. Toucey, Wade, and Weller—24. 

NAY8S—Messers. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Brainerd, Brod- 
head, Brown, Butler, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, 
Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, and Wells—21. 


So the bill was passed. 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, the title was 
amended so ag to read ** An act to authorize and 
facilitate the conetruction of a northern, a south- 
ern, and a central Pacific railroad and magnetic 
telegraph through the Territories of the United 
States.’’ 

RAILROAD IRON DUTIES. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 


| 
| 


| 





announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills, which were thereupon signed 
by the Presipent pro lempore: 

A bill for the relief of Henry H. Marsh; 

A bill authorizing the issue of a register to the 
Russian-built ship Aina; 


A bill for the relief of Rebecca Winn, widow || 


and executrix of the last will and testament of 


Timothy Winn, deceased, late a purser in the | 


Navy of the United States; 
A bill to provide for holding an additional term 
of the circuit court of the United States for the dis- 


trict of Missouri, and for holding special terms of | 


he district and circuit courts of the United States | 


for the northern district of Ohio; 
A bill to establish the office of surveyor general 


of Utah, and to grant land for school and uni- | 


versity purposes; and 

A bill increasing the pension of Anthony Wal- 
ter Bayard, of Bellefonte, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. 


IRON FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. JAMES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Print- 


ing: 

Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the Senate, 
two thousand additional cupies of the letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, communicating a report and drawings 
of experiments to test the strength of wrought iron, beans, 
and girders, to be used in the construction of buildings for 
the accommodation of United States courts, custom houses, 


|| and post offices. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. CHASE. I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I believe there is another mo- 
tion which has precedence of that. I move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to—ayes 17, noes 22. 

Mr. Cuase’s motion was agreed to; and the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of Execu- 
tive business, and after some time spent therein, 
the doors were reopened. 


MAIL STEAMER BILL. 


The bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for the transportation of 
the United States mail by ocean steamers and other- 
wise, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1855, and 
June 30, 1856, was read a first and second time, 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
Mownpar, February 19, 1855. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
ae additional estimates for the public 
service in Kansas and Nebraska; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 


Senate resume the consideration of the bill grant- || the House of the 10th instant, a copy of a commu- 
nication received from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, with reference to the amount of money 


pay the duties on iron imported for railroad’ pur- 


‘ing to railroad companies three years in which to 1 


| 


| 


Senate bill (No. 286) to provide for holding an 
additional term of the circuit court of the United 
States for the district of Missouri, and for holding 


| special terms of the district and circuit courts of 


the United States for the northern district of 
Ohio. 


STEAMSHIP PASSENGER REGULATIONS, 
Mr. WHEELER. I desire to present the fol. 


| lowing resolutions, and ask to have them read for 


information. 

At a meeting of merchants, ship-owners, ship. 
masters, and otners connected with commerce in 
New York, in approval of the bill prepared by 
the Treasury Department to regulate the carriage 
of passengers by steamships and other vessels, 


| the following preamble and resolutions were unan- 


imously adopted: 

Whereas, it appears by the proceedings of the Senate 
of the United States, that the bill “ to regulate the carriage 
of passengers by steamsbips and other vessels,’’ prepared 
by the ‘Treasury Department, to remedy defects in the ex- 
isting laws on the subject, from which so much embarrass- 
ment has been caused to the shipping interests of the whole 


| country, after being reported unanimously by the Committee 
| on Commerce of the Senate, was arrested iu its passage by 


a deference to the expressed wishes of Senator Fisu, as 


| stated iu his behalf: And whereas, the provisions of this 


| bill are acceptable to the commercial and shipping interests 
of the country, as a remedy of existing defects in the law, 


i 








| and as such, have also received the unanimous approval of 


the Committee on Commerce in the Senate and Honse of 
Represeutatives, and contains no provision inconsistent 
with the bill on the subject as reported by Senator Fisu 
himself, and the passage of the bill before the rising of Con- 
gress is imperatively demanded by the exigencies of the 
case: And whereas, the only obstacle to its passage is un- 
derstood to arise from the wish of Senator Fis that the 
subject should not be acted upon in his absence, unless the 


| law include novel provisions satisfactory to him; and we 


understand that his absence is ty continue for the remainder 
of the present session of Congress— 

Resolved, That the passage of the bill ‘‘ to regulate the 
ewriage of passengers by steamships and other vessels,”’ as 
prepared by the Treasury Department, and unanimously 
approved by the Committees on Commerce of both Houses 
ot Congress, is imperatively demanded to remedy recognized 
defects of the law, and to protect the merchants and ship- 
owners of the commercial ports of the whole country from 
oppressive and vexatious litigation, and ruinous embarrass- 
ment in the employment of their vessels. 

Resolved, That whatever respect we may entertain for 
Senator Fisn and his views and wishes on this subject, we 
cannot consent that our important interests should be sac- 


| rificed in deference to his absence from the Senate, and 
| thus a measure of pressing necessity, which has secured 


the approval of the Treasury Department, and the com- 
mittees of Congress, and is satisfactory to the commercial 
interests of the country, should be lost. 

Resolved, That regarding both the Senators from this 
State as the guardians of its interests in the Senate of the 
United States, we cannot consent that either shall be con- 
sidered as the exclusive representative of its commerce; 
and that, as Senator Fisx will be absent from Washington 
during the remainder of the session of Congress, we respect- 
fully and earnestly request that Senator Sewarp will, in 
accordance with his wise and enlightened views in respect 
to the commerce of the nation, advocate the passage of the 
bill now before the Senate. 

Resolved, That the Representatives from the city of 
New York in Congress, be respectfully requested to further 
the passage of the bill now before the Senate, that it may 
by no means fail to become a Jaw at the present session of 
Congress. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be published 
in the papers, and a copy be forwarded to Senator Sewarp, 
and to each of the Representatives from this city in Con- 
gress. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

Mr. WHEELER. I desire to have the resolu- 
tions which I have presented referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. JONES. I object, and insist on the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
Chair will have to rule the resolutions out of 


order. 

Mr. WHEELER. Very well; then I will have 
to object to everything else out of order; and will 
have the resolutions referred, under the rule, to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


18% 


js the 
page. 

Mi 
tion- 


not i 
the c 
of in 
in re 
sider 
of N 

M 


moti 
yote 

M 
chal 
who 
this 


i 


the 
pro] 
mitt 


dre: 
sibl 
tha’ 
Lh 
por 


ne> 


tler 
atic 





9, § 1859. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 81 








‘ted VETO MESSAGE. for anything not immediately and intimately con- | ileges of this House, and of the country. If gen- 
the The SPEAKER. The business first in order nected with carrying on the operations of Govern- | tlemen desire to denounce the veto for such reasons, 
is the consideration of the President’s veta mes- || ™€M*- = | let them take some other time, some other occa- 
nu- san’. Mr. ORR. In reply to the “4 propounded || sion and opportunity. 
or- “Mr. PECKHAM. I wish to make a mo-|| by the gentieman from Maine, would say, the | Besides, this question has been thoroughly dis- 
tee tion— || consumption of even a day’s time, at this period | cussed. Thedistinguished champion ot this meas- 
The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that it is || 0f the Session, will, as suggested by the gentleman | ure upon this floor [Mr. Barry, of Virginia} hae 
not in order to proceed to any other business until | from Kentucky, (Mr. Brecxinaipes,] jeopardize || spoken twice upon it, and he apologieed for say- 





led consideration of the veto message is disposed || ‘he e of important bills. — || Ing No more upon it by saying that the honorable 
ing of in some form or other. The pending aumaien . 3 fr. PECKHAM. What bill? _ || gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Disney} had exhausted 
of in reference to this matter is to postpone the con- || Mr. ORR. I will enumerate them. Thereis, | the subject, and had left nothing to any other gen- 

sideration of the message until Saturday, the 3d || first, the civil and diplomatic bill. Gentlemen who | teman to say. The House voted understandingly; 
fa of March. | have had experience here upon this floor know || the bill passed afier due consideration; and it has 


| that this bill consumes rarely ever less than a week's 


Mr. PECKHAM. I do not wish to make any 1 ; 1 ' 
| time, and oftentimes it consumes three weeks’ 


been vetoed by the President, and now I hope this 


: : ; | House will proceed at once to a vote upon the 
7 eran will only come to a || time of the House. The civil and diplomatic || measure. . . 
4 Mr CAMPBELL. ® wists So tana f the || bill appropriates $10,000,000, or somewhere in the | Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from 
g Mr. - quire oF ine || neighborhood of th inaddi 
of chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, || "¢ihborhood of that sum. We have, then, in addi- South Carolina to allow me to say a word. 
: eos . Sette. ‘ng | tion, the naval appropriation bill, which proposes Mr. WHEELER. I objectto this farming out 
of who reported this bill, if he is desirous of having || | : J 5 
this matter laid over till Thursday? | Oo appropriate some $7,000,000 or $10,000,000 the floor. ' 
Mr. BAYLY. lam. | more. We have also had returned to us from || The SPEAKER. The Chair would remark 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will, therefore, under || the Senate the Army bill, with a great number of | that it is not in order for any gentleman to yield 
ol the expectation that the House will agree to that || amendments. One of theseamendments proposes | the floor except for the purpose of explanation. 
or roposition, withdraw the motion which I sub- | to increase the regular Army of thecountryto the | Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to say but a word 
so sdell al Saturday. || extent of four regiments. That will, perhaps, | ortwo. A few moments ago 1 withdrew the mo- 
ps ai, EO ee ee tink Badan. || give rise,as it ought, to some debate in the House. | tion which I submitted and explained on Satur- 
in d a ae if thi ; are y |] In addition to that, there has been returned to us | day, to postpone the consideration of this message 
y ‘lea ‘Sara " is veto eegiors Ke 1 oe sex | from the Senate the Indian appropriation bill, | to the 3J day of March next, with the view of 
e sib ¥ wl fad tee —~ bl rae dia ine'y hi ameéc'|| with numerous amendmeuts that must lead to | sinking all further discussion upon this subject 
8, that I shall find it hae the Elo e mill at thisume. || debate. There is the Military Academy bill, too. || during this session. I did it because 1 understood 
n- I hope, Soe =e ouse wil AT o Peay ‘|| Mr. HOUSTON. The fortification and the || the gentleman from Virginia, who had charge of 
ae: the consideration of this matter till Thursday | ons Office bills wili be returned from the Senate || the bill, was anxious to be heard in reply to the 
te a ‘ || to-day. || arguments of the message. I see, however, that 
ze : Mr. ere ae I wish _ the Oe ‘|| Mr. ORR. I thank the gentleman for the sug- | the purpose of the gentleman from South Carolina 
rz sian of thie shies abe aid be def a GT er- || gestion. All these matters, Mr. Speaker, haveto | (Mr. Orr] is to cut off all debate and bring the 
s- SRIOR OF FESR DES SHOE DO Careered Ws SMa || be disposed of between this and Saturday week. || House to a direct vote upon the argument sub- 
le day next, will he, if Sereyeee call the oe || We have remaining but twelve days, including to- || mitted by the President, without any opportunity 
ee qrenien, ond Se of the matter at that time? || day, to dispose of bills appropriating $30,000,000. || to any one to reply to its most remarkable assump- 
y oan har . + 0, _ |; Some gentlemen near me eay $60,000,0U0, but | tions. Now, 1! cannot acknowledge the force of 
is ms as. SOgeay. bef || certainly it is upwards of $30,000,000. This | his reasons for driving the House to a vote on the 
ts The SPEAKER. The question before the | being the condition of the public business, I sub- | bill in this way. I know the civil and diplomatic 
e House ‘at huredes a the en of this || mit to the House that we have nota day to devote | bill has notbeen touched. 1 urged, Mr. Speaker, 
of Se - caine > ort d aa NOW || to this discussion; and I submit it with the more | the very reasons which the gentleman has given 
nt pea ea a hursday and insert || confidence, for the reason that this question has | in support of the motion which I made, to rid the 
H Saturday. f || been discussed before the House, and the minds | House of the whole subject without further con- 
e Mr. ORR. Tam very anxious that the House | of members are made up. The President has || sideration, and make way for important unfinished 
© should come to a vote upon this veto question | exercised his constitutional authority of opposing | business. The gentleman objected on Saturday, 
e directly. { should like extremely to extend to || an objection to this bill, and the probability is, that || and his purpose now is to bring this House to a 
e the gentleman from Virginia the opportunity of | not a great many votes will be diangehh At least || direct vote upon the passage of the bill, under the 
e being heard in reply to the objections which the || gentlemen understand the question as well without || provision of the Constitution, without any reply 
. President has urged against the passage of this || debate as with it. || either from the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
. bill. It does seem to me, in consideration of the || The gentleman from Virginia indicates his pur- | ginia, (Mr. Barry,) or any other member,to what 
3 present state of the public business, that it would || pose if he makes a speech—and I regret, judging || 1 regard the flimsy and unsubstantial argument of 
; not be proper to postpone the consideration of this | from the appearance of the gentleman, and the || the President. If that is his purpose [ notify him 
i uestion, which would lead toa protracted debate. || hoarseness with which he is afflicted, to express | now that I will renew, if it becomes necessary, the 
| 


he gentleman from Virginia, under these cir- || the opinion that I fear he will not beable to do by 


1 cumstances, cannot consider it discourteous if the || Thursday next-— | 


House, by a majority, should determine to come || Mr, HUNT and Mr. CAMPBELL. Others | 

; directly to a vote upon this question without fur- \| will. 
ther debate. Those of us who are inclined to|| Mr. OLIVER. If the gentleman from South 
sustain the veto, are perfectly willing, so far asI || Carolina will yield to me a moment, I desire to | 
| am informed, to come to a vote now, without || say that I can see no possible good to result to the 
further debate. country from a discussion of this veto message at || [Cries of ** Order !” * Order!””} 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg leave to say to the House, || thistime. If | could see any possible good to ‘| The SPEAKER. The Chair is compelled to 
that I shall not consider it discourteous to me || result from it, I should be glad to see it gone into; i say that this discussion is not strictly in order. 
personally, if, for public considerations, the House || but we have but twelve days of the session left— || The debate is not confined to an explanation, but 


motion I made on Saturday. 

It is not our fault if the civil and diplomatic bill, 
or any other measure, is lost. It will not be the 
'| fault of the House. It is the fault of the Presi- 
| dent, who has thrown obstacles in the way of 
business by a moat extraordinary assumption of 
Executive power. 


should deem it proper to take a vote now. It is || only forty-eight hours, according to our ordinary | 


not my purpose at all to review the message, but || Jength of sessions, for the transaction of the im- | 


1 do wish, however, to show the character of the || portant business of the session. The gentleman | 
veto power; and I do wish to show, as I think I | from South Carolina has mentioned the important 
shall be able to do, that this is not a case for its || bills which are pressing for consideration; and 


application. But if the condition of the public among others, he has alluded to the Army bill, 
business is such that the House desire to vote at 
once, I have not a word to say adverse to action. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would inquire 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, whether it 
would not be satisfactory to him to have this 
matter postponed until Thursday, to be made the 
special order for thatday only? I think that there 
should be some reconsideration of this message. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I only desire, with 
the leave of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
to make a single remark. Ido not expect to par- ; 
ticipate in the discussion of this question, when || Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. — 
it takes place. I have certainly no disposition || teman allow mea moment of histime? 
to stifle discussion upon any question. t believe || Mr. WHEELER. I object to this farming out 
it is the opinion of every gentleman upon this | the floor. ; 
floor, who has taken any pains to ascertain the|| Mr. OLIVER. I wish to say only one word 
present state of things, that there never was 80 | further. Gentlemen who seem anxious to discuss 
much danger to the necessary public business of || this veto message, have not asserted that any 
the country as now. In the few remaining days | possible good can result to the country from such 
of the session important appropriation bills, neces- || discussion. Gentlemen say they desire to de- 
sary to the public service, may be lost for the } nounce it, because it is a usurpation of power, 
want of time; and we have not one haur-to spare || and because it tramples upon the rights and priv- 


petrated by the Indian tribes upon our western 
borders. In view of the shortness of time remain- | 
ing; in view of the exposed condition of our west- 
ern frontiers; in view of the fact that the Indians 
are daily committing murders upon our peaceful 


are willing to consume the time proposed in dis- 
cussing this veto message? 
7 Will the gen- 





to which the Senate has appended a provision | 
increasing the Army, for the protection of our || 
frontiers against the murders which are being per- | 





and unoffending citizens, I ask this House if they | 


assumes the nature of an argument. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I understood the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] extended to 


|| me the same courtesy which he extended to the 
| gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Otiver,} and 


claim for myself no other right of debate than has 
just now been extended to him. 

The SPEAKER. But other members of the 
House object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then the rule is made to 
bear more rigorously on me than others. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 


| Campsect] is the last man upon this floor who 
| can, with propriety, take the position that (ae 
| effect of my motion is to cut off debate, with the 
|| view of bringing this question before the country 

| upon the argument of the President, as contained 


in his veto. The very last man; for his proposi- 


|| tion on oe last was to postpone the consid- 


eration of this Executive veto to a period in the 
session when there could not be any legislative 
action growing outof it. And now the gentle- 
man rises in his place and says we desire to bring 


| the House to a direct vote upon the question 


without debate. When that is now proposed to 
be done he objects, because we desire to preclude 
argument. Did not his course indicate the very 


i same thing?’ 
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Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the gen- 
tleman will yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. ORR. Thegentleman must excuse me. 

| have now stated, Mr. Speaker, the necessities 
which, inmy judgment, induce the Houge to come 
to a direct vote on this question at once. If there 
be a majority of the House concurring with me 
in that opinion, the motion which [ am going to 
move will be then seconded, and the House will 
be brought to a direct vote. If there be not a 
majority of the House concurring with me my 
proposition will be voted down. I call for the 
previous question. : 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope, Mr. 
Speaker, that the gentleman’s call for the previous 
question may not be sustained, a. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Al! I desire is that 
the House may understand the effect of this vote. 
I have no objection to the previous question being 
sustained; but that brings the House to a vote on 
the bill, and not on the proposition to postpone. 

The SPEAKER. The effect will be to cut off 
the motion for postponement, and bring the House 
to a direct vote on the reconsideration. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I demand tellers on 
sustaining the call for the previous question. 

Tellera were ordered; and Messrs. Wuerever 
and EpMuNDSON were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the call for the 
previous question was sustained; the tellers having 
reported—ayes 88, noes 74. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question to 
be now put. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
an inquiry of the Chair, so that we may vote un- 
derstandingly on this question. If we refuse to 
order the main question to be now put, does not 
this question just go over until to-morrow morning, 
when it will be put? 
and we must come to a vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide ques- 
tions as they arise. This is a peculiar question 
before the House. 
not, we must not, under the Constitution, con- 


—_— —_—— 





I wish to make | 


Debate is now precluded, | 


The Chair doubts whether or , 


sider tt in some form before we take up any other | 


business. 


Mr. PECKHAM. If the main question be 


ordered to be now put, we vote alone on the mo- | 


tion for reconsideration ? 
The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 
The question was taken; and the main question 


was ordered to be now put—yeas 112, nays 77; as | 


follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Ashe, Barks- | 


dale, Barry, Belcher, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges, Caruthers, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, | 


Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Craige, Curtis, 
Jolin G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dowdeli, Drum, 
Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. 
Miliott, Ettison, English, Faulkner, Fuller, Goode, Green, 
Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Haven, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, Hughes, John- 
eon, Daniel ‘IT’. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Letcher, Lind- 
ley. Lindsley, Macdonald, MeDougall, MeMullin, McNair, 
MeQueen, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor- 
rison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, John Perkins, Phillips, Poweil, Pratt, Richardson, 


David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Rufiin, | 


Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, 
Skelton, William Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. 


Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Straub, Andrew | 


Stuart, Joon J. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Vansant, Walker, | 
Warren, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. | 


Wright—112 
NAYS—Messrs. Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Ben- 
neu, Benson, Bliss, Bristow, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, 


Chandler, Chase, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cutting, | 
De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas 


1). Lliot, Etheridge, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, 
Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, Goodwin, Aaron Harlan, 
flarrison, Hastings, Hiester, Howe, Hunt, Kittredge, Knox, 
Latham, Lyon, McCulloch, Mace, Meacham, Middle- 
swarth, Morgan, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, Riddle, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Simmons, 


Sollers, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. ‘Taylor, Tracy, | 


Upiam, Wade, Walbridge, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 


Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel- | 


er, Yates, and Zollicoffer—77. 
So the main 
Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the main question was ordered to be now 
put, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. Will the House, on recon- 
sideration, agree to pass the bill? 
Mr. FLORENCE. I demend the yens and 
nays. 


qoestion was ordered to be now put. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays are or- | 


dered by the Constitution itself. 

Mr. PRATT. The question is not understood 
in this part of the Hall. 

The SPEAKER. 
sideration, the bill shall or shall not pass? Those 
in favor of the passage of the bill, the President’s 
objections to the contrary notwithstanding, will 
answer, when called, aye; those opposed will an- 
swer, no. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill; and it was disagreed to—yeas 113, nays 
86; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Ap- 
pleton, Thomas Hi. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Bristow, Brooks, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Cling- 
man, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom. Curtis, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Eastman, 
Kdgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Florence, Puller, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, 
Goodwin, Iatrison, Hastings, Haven, Hill, Howe, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, 


BE. 


February 


19. 


Mr. DISNEY. 1 object. 
The SPEAKER. As the resolution offered ys 


| an amendment relates to a different subject from 


It is, whether, on recon- 


Lindley, McCulloch, Macdonald, McDougall, Macy, Mat- | 


teson, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, 


Morgan, Norton, Packer, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pen- | 
nington, Bishop Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, | 


Ready, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, 
Babin, Seymour, Shower, Simmons, William Smith, Sol- 
lers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, John L. 


Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Tracy, | 


Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Wade, 
Walker, Ettihu B. Washburne, [sracl Washburn, John 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, 
Yates, and Zollicofier—113. 


Watlbridge, 


NAYS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, | 


Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 


Caskie, Chastain, Chnsman, Clark, Cobb, Cox, Craige, | 


John G. Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, 
Edinnodson, John M, Eltiott, Ellison, English, Etheridge, 
Faulkner, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Hamil- 
ton, Andrew J. Harlan, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hous- 
fon, Hughes, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
toland Jones, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, 


Lindsley, MeMullin, McNair, MeQueen, Smith Miller, | 


Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Nobie, Olds, Mor- 
deeai Oliver, Orr, John Perkins, 


Powell, Richardson, | 


Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, Ruffin, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, | 


Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William R. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Stratton, Straub, Andrew 


Stuart, John J. Taylor, Warren, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, | 


and Hendrick B. Wright—x6. 


So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
House refused to pass the bill over the President’s 
veto. 


Previous to the announcement of the above | 


vote, 


Mr. ETHERIDGE said: Mr. Speaker, I voted | 


against the bill on its passage, and shall vote 
against it now; but | do not wish to have my vote 
considered as either approving or disapproving 
the President’s veto message. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by | 


Mr. Assury Dickrns, their Secretary, notifying 
the House that that body had passed sundry bills, 
and asked its concurrence therein. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 


Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 


following titles; which received the Speaker’s sig- | 


nature: 

An act for the relief of Henry A. Marsh; 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Winn, widow 
and executrix of the last will and testament of Tim- 
othy Winn, deceased, late a purser in the Navy 
of the United States; and 

An act to establish the office of surveyor gen- | 
eral of Utah, and to grant land for school and 
university purposes. 


CHANGE OF THE HOUR OF DAILY MEETING. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That after this day the hour of daily meeting 
of this House be eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Cries of * I object!’’] 

ir. ETHERIDGE. Objection being made, I | 
move a suspension of the rules to enable me to | 
submit that resolution. | 

The question was taken; and the rules were | 
suspended. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
move to amend the resolution by adding as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of | 








that of the original resolution, the Chair is of the 
opinion that, being objected to, it is not in order, 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. | call for the previous 
question on my resolution. 

The call for the previous question received 
second, and the main question was ordered to be 
now put. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 


passed. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. I rise to a privilegeg 
question. I move to reconsider the vote by which 


the resolution was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

The question was taken; and the latter motion 
agreed to. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. HAVEN. Is it in order to move to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. HAVEN. Without enlarging upon what 
has been said in relation to the condition of the 
public business, I desire to test the sense of the 
House 


Mr. HENN. 





I call the gentleman to order. [ 


| want to know what is before the House? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in 
order in his remarks unless he submits some prop- 
osition. 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, sir, I move that the 
rules be suspended and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to—ayes ninety-six, noes not counted. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hiszarp in the 
chair.) 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to take up 

the bill of the House (No. 569) making appro- 


| priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 


the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1856, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the unfinished busi- 
ness. There is no need of the motion. 

Mr. HENN. I ask the Chair if that bill is the 


| first business in order? 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not; but that fact 
makes no difference in the opinion of the Chair. 
The Chair thinks it is in order to move to take up 


| any appropriation bill. 


Mr. HENN. Is there not another appropria- 


|, tion bill in advance of that? 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘There is; but that makes 
no difference. The Chair decides the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee to be in order. 


The question was put; and the motion agreed to. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I move to lay aside the 


civil and diplomatic bill and take up the Army 
| appropriation bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the motion is not in order, the Com- 
mittee having just decided to take up the bill now 


"under consideration. The Clerk will proceed to 
_ read the bill. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I must take an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thecommittee have voted 
to take up and now proceed to the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic bill. The gentleman 


from Virginia moves to lay aside that bill, and to 
take up the Army appropriation bill. The Chair 
| decides that the committee having 
_ with the consideration of the bill they have taken 


voted to proceed 


up, the motion of the happens from Virginia is 
not in order. From this decision that gentleman 
takes an appeal, and the question is, ‘* Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee?”’ 

The question was taken; and the decision of the 


| Chair sustained. 


| 


the present week, the House will meet one hour before the || 


usual time, and that such hour be devoted to the reception | 
of reports from committees to be recommitted, or to lie | 


upon the table—the commiitees to be called in their usual |! 


order. 


| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the consent 
of oe to dispense with the first reading of 
the bill. 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. 


The CHAIRMAN, Then the Clerk will pro- 
of the bill. 
ave only to remark that I 


ceed with the readin 
Mr. JONES. I 
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